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[ABSTRACT]

Motivation plays an important role in the autonomous learning of
students. Previously, various empirical research and theoretical
examinations in the field of educational psychology have been conducted.
Recently, “self-determination theory”, which is developed from intrinsic
and extrinsic motivation theories, is often used, although greater focus is
placed on intrinsic motivation.

The framework of the motivation theory in educational psychology
and second language acquisition study differ. The educational
psychological view of motivation is an older view and incorporated as a
single part of second language acquisition research.

In Japanese language educational studies, the greater number of
motivational studies are based on second language acquisition while
educational psychological approaches are much fewer.

This paper aims to 1) provide an overview of learners’ motivational
studies in the field of Japanese language teaching study, 2) introduce
intrinsic motivation theory from the viewpoint of educational psychology,
and 3) discuss the application of the theory to support Japanese language
learners. The intrinsic motivation study in educational psychology will
largely aid learners who are motivated by their own interest in the

subject matter.
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