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Farmland adjustment due to migration of ethnic Koreans in Northeast China
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P Research Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido Unviersity

Summary

In recent years, there has been a massive population movement in Northeast China, as ethnic Koreans
migrated to South Korea or China’s coastal regions for work. As a result, ethnic Korean villages left behind
by migrant workers are gradually vanishing, which led to the concentration of small-scale farmland. This
paper made a comparative study on the characteristics of land lease situation among different types of
ethnic Korean villages.

In ethnic Korean villages where Han people accounting for a certain ratio, most of its farmlands left are
leased to Han people who choose not to leave. Although leasehold conditions, land lease fees vary
depending on different landlord and tenant relationship, usually the scale of tenant farmland is no more
than 10 ha, different from state-owned farms.

On the other hand, for the villages where all the people are ethnic Koreans, it is difficult to maintain a
secure and reliable relationship between landlords and tenants when tenants are from other villages. Thus,
farmland adjustment, usually led by village representatives who stay, is necessary. Specifically, after the
leasehold fee is decided, farmlands will be adjusted to facilitate large-scale farm households’
management. In this way, the scale of tenant’ s farmland may reach more than 20 ha. This adjustment
should be considered as a good policy suggestion for local government to approach large-scale farmland
development.
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