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abstract

Reading‘Insurance and Risk’
— An Application of Study Question Method —
Part2: From paragraph 5 to 10: Onrisk’

NAGASHIMA Miori

This essay represents an attempt to read and interpret
one of the classic English-language papers in social science using
Study Questions as a guide with the purpose of gaining a deeper
understanding of the text. This Part 2 deals with the paragraphs
from fifth to tenth of the paper‘Insurance and Risk’ This article is
written by Francois Ewald, and is considered an excellent example of
the application of some of the key elements of Foucauldian thought
to the study of the sociological notion of risk.
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Insurance can be defined as a technology of risk.
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Not that insurance is itself a combination, but it is something which, on the

basis of a technology of risk, makes possible a range of insurance combinations

shaped to suit their assigned function and intended utility-effect.
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The notion of risk is likewise central to the juridical definition of insurance:

‘risk is the fundamental element of insurance, since it is the very object of this

type of contract’.
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In everyday language the term ‘risk’ is understood as a synonym for danger
or peril, for some unhappy event which may happen to someone; it designates
an objective threat.

In insurance the term designates neither an event nor a general kind of event

occurring in reality (the unfortunate kind), but a specific mode of treatment of

certain events capable of happening to a group of individuals — or, more
exactly, to values or capitals possessed or represented by a collectivity of indi-

viduals: that is to say, a population.

C DY D52 T h,

« HEWZSFEMHICE O TE. VAZEWS SR, Gleaik. msHh
Al L EFBICHEDLAT S, ZLT. 2. BBIN & ZHL
T3,

cRIFICBVLTIE, VAZEWS SR, HEFEoH kFEe, HohtH
ISR I > TV —MNA RS EZRL TS DI TREEA,

LA, —EDITNV—TDANIHLICERIVS %, HEHEOHKEL 5
BOKFEDE—R] ThH,

s LDIEMEICTE S . VAZ IR HEAFFEDANITNC LT, REIND,
FiH SNZAMEREARICH LTRSS, HEHEOHKRFZ D
FREDETE—FR] Thb, Lol@mkicn 9,

iR B

9. EXARICET2FEE NSV EZ L&D, 2HHDORRICE TS Y
AZIZ DO TR L TV 5L, KELAS L, not A but BRYZHE (AT
37K B) TTHLBYIDTEEDISIT DA, neither Al nor A2X ANLTIC7% >
TVET, ZLT.BOETICDNTH, R VEMHTY ., —DHDOHEMES I,

The Journal of International Media, Communication, and Tourism Studies No.25 | 061

HOIN YINIHSYDVYN I M



HOIN VINIHSYOVYN I M o

MREREVURT] (TSI R - TDIVRE) ZFHED 255« - 9IRFay - XYy ROEH—

—or, more exactly, WV IDVANAATETNEETATY, EDN%
LVIEMEICE A TOZ2DOTL LI N?  ZOHG. valuesDHiICH S todh?
L T, ZTDtehd, & LHEIDto a group of individualsDto & P L T 5
&Ko e, —BHETT,

to a group of individuals??
to values or capitals possessed or represented by a collectivity of individuals:

that is to say, a population
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As a technology of risk, insurance is first and foremost a schema of rationality,

a way of breaking down, rearranging, ordering certain elements of reality.
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Insurance's general model is the game of chance: a risk, an accident comes up

like a roulette number, a card pulled out of the pack. With insurance, gaming

becomes a symbol of the world.
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Rather than with the notions of danger and peril, the notion of risk goes
together with those of chance, hazard, probability, eventuality of randomness
on the one hand, and those of loss or damage on the other — the two series
coming together in the notion of accident. One insures against accident, against
the probability of loss of some good. Insurance, through the category of risk,

objectifies every event as an accident.
LVl X THiEbRATVXT,

8B

SQ(a) © HEBTE THA S NI THNEDOBES & HTBH THA Sh i RElE =
AR =HRE Vo WEEREVDT T, IV FRED LS Kl
EIBHALTOZTH?

it

%%
MF B, RPIDO DD ERY FT,

&

Insurance is not initially a practice of compensation or reparation. It is the
practice of a certain type of rationality: one formalized by the calculus of prob-

abilities.
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He ‘produces risks’, he makes risks appear where each person had hitherto

felt obliged to submit resignedly to the blows of fortune.
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Insurance is the practice of a type of rationality potentially capable of trans-

forming the life of individuals and that of a population.
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SQ() : COBRETVEDF—TU—F (HELHE) ZEIRETHEMTL
W ZOERGOZHAL LS,

BEr*

rationality, GHMET Y42, R, [HZ2HOFHMORETHZ] LD
JeF, TUNLRBLYBRLEBRTEF L, HE—HOHiRE, 2z d
CIHATHAEN—HOa Yy JOEETHY. A2 ICHifdZziitdsL
[FIIRFIC, PRERZEFICH M COFERZ R T2 M2 H7-H L. A2 DiE
BBz, NME (OFGH 1Cb, BERH5 225585 2/70D1D0
EEDMRFE VI THEL TWE DI TT, 2L T, Z DR Dl B,
W BPAE BIFICHIET AT, 260, HK, BIESMAS
NET. TOLIBERT, RERIZ. TRXTOHDOZEAMPHEa ha—
WTELHDICELIETNI S, EREVORRICER T2 E0H
HPEZA TR EERDLIENTEET,

OB

SQ(a) : Everything can be a risk& >, Z OB 2FHD L& FEARICH L
WEDXWBZDBEELVAHICES LTV L, ZhEHOF4S
Vo 35612, ZRZND Nk Teverything(Z X} L THiPHANHIR S 41T
WETH, EDLHIREBERZLOTLIOIN? ZFRH0OMHIRICD
WTHIHLZ S0,
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Everything can be a risk, in so far as the type of event it falls under can be

treated according to the principles of insurance technology.

in so far as~D N DHIRZ N Z TV B TTh. ZOHIFEIZ. R i
DOIFEHICHI> TS CEVTELHRFL ST LD LR FT,

ZFNTIE. COBBEORIC, FEARINCH L 2 & Zlb RT3, ENTL &
IN? FRUIFREICH LU NDOXTT,

But on the other hand, anything can be a risk; it all depends on how one ana-

lyzes the danger, considers the event.

EDIHICBHREDI BDEINTT I, EDOLIICHRFERZEZZD LWL
HZEWRIGLT, BETOHDERVAZIZRYHBENIDH, TOXDEK
TTOT, ZZTORIRIE. GEZEDLICHITT 20, HkFEEZEDL
ICHRAZ D, VS TETY, DFY, HkFE, Hick-T. VA2
KCR2EVHITEIEEDFET, bAARCINE., FeBHETEHLL. HBH
Kz HOBBOREDE—R] (XD, HIHRBEVRBHRICHY ZAZICH
BRLEVIEZITCEDOET, HRTI0ENHY T,

iR B *

HOEKICB VLTI, —MMAS VT, G, Rijick-T. YARZ
WCHRT 2 L0 ZEZIBNT O ETH, —J7. FHIBEICE T 2 HIRE. &
OB TRZZ ZEMNTELRLITE VD LT, IVFEMICELZRE
LTWEEEZLIENTEZT, LI, BHEL) ATANLIEHRS
FHENTOLFHEICDOT, KL EERMCHIRZRBEL TV 2D TT, &
e 22 DK5ME. ) AZHECBOTRIEHICEET, 7L IcBmmIC
F. BMATTDOE—RICES>TREMDY AZIZEDE LD LD TT D,
e Vo B ST UE. RFEASRIL. ZLTALXZDOHDD
WIS 5. H5ERIEFICERNZTHETHLRRE VI HDBH Y,
ZORBOEMTIAZ DD, VAZEDIEFLE VWS ZEICEVET, Th
&> T, EEOHZRIUCED S DRI D £ 5, ZOMiICi:
T, REDOFIE VD) HDE DS THREZALIEICEHST, LV
IflEZBL T, ERIEIDEHREZ Y AZICED IS ICEHL TS0 L0
5 &% BRI E LTRIEL TO A DI T, ZOELERmL T,
COEIBHEZHA TV EEREVIFHROFFOEHWISLICE>TEET,

SQ(b) : reinsuranceX \» 5 Fl R %Z (i 5T, & 5. what a risk can be from
the insurance point of view& > 9 Z & ZiERXTWL E§, ThzERMN
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The technique of reinsurance in particular, with its special kind of alchemy,
shows very well what a risk can be from the insurance point of view: an
abstract quantity that can be divided at will, one part of which an insurer can

be hand over to a reinsurer in Munich or Zurich.

FRBRDE X B 2 MO M ZE WO T 03, REROE7ZF T
. HRMOFEMZHVWEZEICEoT, ZEAETRTOHDH) R
WAL THITHENZ LV B IDLTRIBRTVHET, DF 0, (RfRE
Hik, MR A 0 W, iffifcEDLS%bD) %, HAlHLOHE
WKL THEIL, 2L T, Z0—il%., BRMETICEVRTIENTES
DTT, FLTZOMRME VD bDZEBL T, HMROEL AELZEIAIC
bV AT Z#MAEGOETHHBETLILMTEET,

fiRE R

9. R EOEEEZ—F, atwilk WO DX, FEICIELT, OF
DIFBIDFFIC, Lo ERAEVDICRD ET,

ST, ZITHBRTVWBZ LR, KXo TNTOHDERY AT ERY
9%, ELSBLUSEZRRL TV HDTT, #ATIREDOHE i %2 Hv 25 &
hEMKELEDHDHEE VO H/IE T, FRED L EMARNLRIEZ NGS5
WEIH I LR ARMZER OIS F I, HRFICE DDLU EIL T
HoRFDZEM LD file £ 2L 72 h 7o b T 206 Z IR THEE
M. BRIEEER ISR S I > THlAG DR, YAZE L THLT RIF. R
EWVITHIEDRDICEY I ENTEDIIICRVF T, TDLD BIRIEL
MZHNBIEICE>T, WEETYVAZELTHAN TS D %,
TEEIC) A7 OISO L N TEDL LI T, (RIRHEM 2 YEk
THIEICEY, SETHREZBIZENTELRLSLDTYH, RET
WHEDNTEBLDICRDEDITT, HEEETE., —MINC Ly 60
TR lcZeh, TOHFEIEHE TR, ZOFRBOFHZl> ZLick->
T, —HEEAR LS, REEEME Y 227, ZLTHS (H2H K, event)
ORI EH I T X,

SQ(e) : mBEDXERL. ZOFHKRETOEZHIHALZ SV,
B *
What can there be in common between that singular event which each person

individually fears, and this other singular object, the risk, manipulated by the

chain of its insurers?

AADBEND HZB—DDOHKF L, —HOLRRISEE (RERE BERBRDO Z L)
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ZhUI. HEEWR TKGE] NEE®RETOOMWTT, Licafckoic, %
MRS NIRIEHN DS & TlE. ZRSHDOROO TEIfR] XIS (X nEE
BODTT,

SQ) : COBFETUEDF—U—F (HELF Z2RLETHLMTLE
I ZORHRTOZHAL LSV,

EZx*

technology

iR B *

DF), REHEMVPEE LIS EIcL- T, ZHEb D%, VAL
LTS IENTEL LI S7bITTT,

CDBRETIE. H8BE T H S Nizrationalityl WD T e 5 ¥ L T,
REFE VD DO DATHEMET, ML ZHET 2 DL Vo7 Hiilia kg
ME#Z T, MATHMEZERELSTVENEV) ZE2ELTVE
T ZAUT, mREVO LEOL LT, N R Z BRI, 5%
TYVAZEVS AT ITY—TRALN TV DRE, EALEALZ
DOHFRFIZIVIAA TN EDTY,

H10BE% -

SQ) #EZ ML L TOMRMOKHEL T, ZUIVRRESI V-l %
FERLTWVBTL & Db it proposed a modeD SLICTEH L TEHEZ %
S,

E7x

BEOXBLLFDOEBY T,

it proposed a mode of thinking completely foreign to the moral, moralizing
mode which underpinned and was supposed to validate the juridical notion
and practice of responsibility, and yet it did this without entering into conflict

with juridical practice.

R BEL WD LT BN AERHEEORAL L >T0 5
BN AEZTTE R B RL 2L TOEZTTOT—RZ2REL Z LT,
COBEMEEDT— R %, JEMNREERE OB D5 2 0P EE AL S
22EHRLICHRELL. Lo/ EKRICRY 27,
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Z I T, mHloitld th 23 J1%% (=social physics) Z#HL 3, Z L T,
mode& D HLEEN T HATTHHON TS I EICHERL T FEW, a mode of
thinking & moralizing modeX \» D D7 HLTfEibI TV 9, WiFEH. ingll
EHHELTVBEILIKIEALT RSV, DEYD. AXDBEDIDITEZ DD,
Ho0IE, AR2ZED XD ICEENZITEINE G (EfELT20) &0
SZliF. BIELO2ZETHEEVD T EZingllIIRL TV E T, 351,
BEREREILICE. N Z—2arPBbhisL0528 ZLT, 20—
DOFEEVIERTE—REVDHEEVHON T E T, 37
LLIEEZATDOE—RE, AlEPRBELTVEEZFOE—NEEL{EL S
R4 T DML (N2DFTEORFEE %2 D) #blb L. (Fhbid
TeH UTBfEE 32/ 8% %) EEDOH LY 2> TwauikE, Xk d
2R HLWITEIOREEZ b5 L7, LD DH, COXDEETT,

SQ() iz, HEHLELT, P ERBEMLTEIEICEY. =T
WRIFEI ST LZTRLTNEDTL & Db NodoubtdD X &
But the same is no longer trueD > IZIEHL THEZ LI,

HAx

DX BB NFOR R, RICHER¥LALLEOMFRZHI{ LT, &
LI U BHH5EF T, NodoubtD LA TL 3 F TOELT.

o —J7. thEEE. LIFHROBHIMERTIS ST 20 L BICHHFRT 51
DB NA IS Z Y TTED, EEOINFFICH L TRENED &
ICZENZPHINRED, Eola T3, BBERG o0,

e DX AEFEMNARIEL, HITE WD I ECHT 2 REDOEBICRAD
W2 5ol

2OV EDVBRENIDE, PUTD & 5 ZeffibiEh iz 7,

No doubt it affected the philosophical foundations of law and its pretensions as

the great regulatory instance in society; it did not affected it in its practice.

ZITitld, thR¥ERBELET, had. Bk L5 Bttt OnTo

RoFERS, LR EDWFFRIC & O aREAD T FINEERE 4 S 1B 2 KR LT

D, ANEDOFEBEOR Y JTICHE R RIET 3Rl ) TETT,
KU, ZFRESILL T, HBEICOVTIHRARCEZ R TEXEL &9,

But the same is no longer true in the case of the development of insurance:
insurance is a practice situated at the same level as legal right, which, as a law
of responsibility, has for its object the reparation and indemnification of dam-

ages.

L L. kD G aAICG 208 3. RROBEICE. &%
Bl R, JECBET 2R e LT, HBFCHT 2 HHE itz
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Z 2T/ L. for its object the reparation and indemnification of damages®
HTICDOVTHTEEZL &9, H8EWET. MMOHMEBMHHEHTEZVLE
ATV /DT, OB ZEIEFET DL DO I T, LIS, X5
RO EHLETETTD. H8BRETIE. MRV EARE L TIDOEHMEAEA
BLbDOTHEILEMMTLEIENZITOERTH Iz EITHIL.
ZITE. HREMTORAEDILERE L THELE VW) LR EHTT
WBIEEEFEZT, BRMICTELZERDDOTL BT E~—RET,
XMRICE > THILERBTH-TH, KU TlWilnn»iihs»5TT,

ZRNTE, FLHEL T, ROEMZATHEEL LD,

SQe) MR ERMO LV 2 ZLEHTVE X ZHDF, SRLAS L,

HA*

Sociology contested the juridical theory of responsibility in its philosophy, but
left it in peace in its practice; insurance directly challenges this practice.
AR TR B TR, EILICBE T 2 aliARGE & Lien, %
ERICBOTIE, M TH o/, —J7. PRERIE. FIAD IR IC HHEZ A P
LTWwaZlths,

fiEE R *

DF O . EOHERN IR L ERARDE R TT O RE R
FTEBHord. EEOr—AIDONT, EDXIICETICET 2D
WHENDEREPE VO EKNARE AT, BEZLIZELTOIHEA,
—J7. BB, 2 O EBAR R ERRIC OV T, EITICHETRENED LIS
HHINEZRNEDE VSR ENARE A, BEERIZLTHEEWLSC
XY ET,

SQ(d) : Sociology and insurance® X Z il L7 &>,
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Sociology and insurance — this is what gives them their historical importance —

carry the seeds of a new theory and practice of legal right.
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And they do so not politically, not through their envisaging new objectives of
social equality, but through what they are in themselves, in terms of their spe-

cial kind of technological rationality.
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SQ(e) : As technologies?D (3. 7:-technology& \ o Hih#H T 50 %
INTHELXTY, Zh%zill. technology& D HEEDEKT % &
IHZEFHIALZ I,

HA*
As technologies they are independent of the political policies which will utilize

them.
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