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abstract

Reading ‘Insurance and Risk’

— An Application of Study Question Method —
Part3: From paragraph 11 to 16: Risk is
calculable and collective

NAGASHIMA Miori

This essay represents an attempt to read and interpret
one of the classic English-language papers in social science using
Study Questions as a guide with the purpose of gaining a deeper
understanding of the text. This third part deals with paragraph 11 to
16 of the paper ‘Insurance and Risk’ This paper is written by Francois
Ewald, and considered an excellent example of the application of
some of the key elements of Foucauldian thought to the study of
the sociological notion of risk.
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The statistical table establishes the regularity of certain events, and the calcu-

lus of probabilities applied to that statistic, which yields an evaluation of the

chances of that class of event actually occurring.
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In the juridical logic of responsibility, the judge takes as the point of departure
the reality of the accident or the damage, so as to infer the existence of its cause

in a fault of conduct.

BECHT %N ATy ZiIcB0 T, HE X, e EEORE 2 N
ELT, Z2IHHMEFAEDERN (DX FEMT OFEZHENT S, &
IDMWEGRTT, JTHUIEIVSITLRFoTW L0 d &, Tk &
DENZEMRISIEE, ZFRCRERBH 2 E TR 0Ty 7%,
BN AT LB ARNICE S, E0H ZETT, FRBRVLOIC, FlHiE
Z5bFRRV. BTk, ZOHERIHZET. L) BEDOR
HADHHRE L THSE., L) I eBBRTNEDIFTY,

7. RS AT LDEZEZITIREDL SR LD NS L ZIBRTIS
AL DELYTT,

The insurer’s calculation is based on the objective probability of an accident,

regardless of the action of will: no matter whether it results from someone or
other’s fault, or good or ill will of people, regardless of what they might or

might not have been able to do, accidents occur at a particular, specific rate.
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This is the famous controversy over risk and fault which for nearly two centu-
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Juridical reason springs from a moral vision of the world: ...

The insurer’ s attitude, on the contrary, is wholly one of registering a fact: ...
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Juridical reason springs from a moral vision of the world: the judge supposes
that if a certain individual had not behaved as he or she actually did, the acci-
dent would not have happened; that if people conducted themselves as they

ought, the world would be in harmony.
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The insurer’s attitude, on the contrary, is wholly one of registering a fact:
small matter what would have happened if... [5I>CDf), the fact is that there
is such and such a number of industrial or traffic a accidents annually, that
whatever the wishes may be that one cares to voice, the figures repeat them-

selves with overwhelming regularity.
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taking a large number of workers in the same occupation, one finds a constant
level of accidents year by year. It follows from this that accidents, just when

they may seem to be due to pure chance, are governed by a mysterious law.
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This constancy strikingly manifests the objective nature of risk.
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Regardless of the size of a workforce or the turnover of its recruits, a given

mine or factory will show a consistent percentage of injuries and deaths.
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predictable and calculable
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When put in the context of a population, the accident which taken on its own
seems both random and avoidable (given a little prudence) can be treated as
predictable and calculable. One can predict that during the next year there will
be a certain number of accidents, the only unknown being who there will have

an accident, who will draw one of existence’ s unlucky numbers.
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All of which means not that accidents are unavoidable, or that they are works
of a destined fate; but that the juridical perception of them in terms of fault
and responsibility is not the only possible one, or perhaps the one which is the

most pertinent and effective.
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Whereas an accident, as damage, misfortune and suffering, is always individu-

al, striking at one and not another, a risk of accident affects a population.
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Strictly speaking there is no such thing as an individual risk; otherwise insur-

ance would be no more than a wager.
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Risk only becomes something calculable when it is spread over a population.
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Insurance’s characteristic operation is the constitution of mutualities: con-

scious ones, in the case of the mutualist associations; unconscious ones, in the

case of the premium companies.
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juridical responsibility T 9 42,

AR
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Under the regime of juridical responsibility, the accident isolates its victim and

its author. It distinguishes them, singularizes them, isolates them, because with-
in this system the accident can only ever be an exception, something which dis-

turbs an order conceived in itself as harmonious.
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SQ (b) : 8T, ZOEHER, I AT LT 20, RES AT LI T
ik, D FESH, LWVIZODENICHITFEETEEEI RS
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HEAx

(a) THWHTBEERNIDO XD LB A THRAIDTITHNEY AT LT DN TR

7'”45 Y THY. 8{7HDInsurance, on the other hand, D& 2 Ah 5161747
RS AT LD TIBARIE R E RV T, ZLT. COBKEDOREK

0)5ﬁ Insurance individualizes, 50 F 25{7h5. COBEDFEHE

55T,

fiRBR
COHEIOF BT, TRisk is collective] L\ 5 T & TTH, ZDFHTHIET A
TLERRS AT LD TV E T, ZL T, i'ﬂi collectivity&b‘
WCBIL T, B ATLDEI > T 20%A T, KUY AT LA
12313 % collectivity (C DUV T AT, %%ﬁsik@%kh‘?ﬁ/ BoTWWa bl
TYo ZRTE. EIATALEDOTHBRTW 5% S ST THtAT
HEFLEI. ZOBETOF—T—RiFE, MIANl TT, 8T, (@ THIX
(e < D3,

The accident is due to some individual fault, imprudence or negligence; it can-

not be a rule.

EVIXTTH, THUIH, B AT LS FEHDLED T L &k~
TVEd, FlE. MADBIP, BRP, RELLEOBIICLEHDT.
Zhd THRIA TRZVDRE, LI ERICKYEY, TIT. TOruled’,
BRI LWL Fd, Fhud. BAMERFHRATREME. D Y Fifii Orisk
is calculable CEiRE LR ZIE L TV 9, DF D EIV AT A FHR (B
ZVEM»IEEZLILTLORILE) BREI-/EE, MADBEE LT
BAEANER I D L VOB AL > TV 570, O AT LD
BV TE., VAZICHEDLERHNMER, ERTELRODTT,

ST, RICHEBEICOVTESTOBEHSZATHEEL £,

Insurance, on the other hand, functions through a quite different mode of indi-

vidualization.

— . PRERE. b’&@‘ni% RFOMANMEZBEL T, BKiEZRHd2, &2
O DIHEEV T, T RUIEZ LI i\lndlwduahzatlonfﬁw‘i%Li?‘fﬁ
725 MO Ehbh @i’li‘/w, ZDEHBBHIE. Z0FFHATHIFER
Vo Td,
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Arisk is first of all a characteristic of the population it concerns.

DAZZ, 29, ZREBEET 2 TAOl CREOLDOTHS. L) Ek
TIH, ZORBIC, IENHIDV AT ERNZZEFTELRVEREET,
ZLT., AT LEDMIEOY L, SHICHN X T,

Each person’s conduct, however immaculate and irreproachable it may actual-
ly be, harbours within itself a risk to others which may be minuscule but nev-

ertheless exists.

BIFPLWVXT T4, BXHBREZANTEEEL L9, £7. however
immaculate and irreproachable it may actually be’ &\ >, TP Z AL7z857 13
BEiFEE VS ZETMREAL T, BazS» L ET. £ T, harbour=
harbor T, % Dbut nevertheless exists(X. Hij(Z & % minusculelZh%> 1 |
minuscule THH>THZNIZH DD DS TexistL TS, LI EKICARD
T Lichio T, BEDERE. 72& X Z2NZNDANDITRhIE Al 5EEE
THEDLEDRVHDTHoIELTH, ZDITR/E. BOANICHT2Y X7
BREL TV, oz, 20V A7 OGS T/NSWHDTH-o T2
ELTH, EBEFELTVLEDRE, EVHDOMNEMRELRY T, T, b
LA %TEE & FRELARNICHDO NI L TEBERRGEEE 25 2
EZRFTATVE L) IET. 2R ZDIT AP EARICTELRLDTH -
72ELTH, 22 MUK T 2REDV AN EIEIATHRVEND
LB BRLEBVDIE, L) ILEBRTVEDHLITYT, ORI, &5
XD THBINE T,

No will is absolutely good; even the ‘good father of his family’ traditionally
cited as a yardstick of rectitude in judicial evaluations of conduct can have

characteristic weaknesses which put others in danger.

EAREEICLTYH, BRICEVLHDEVLIDRA LV, Hh b, {THADIEN
DT, BREIPIEL SORAEL LT, 5IHIATE: KKEOHO
WNBREA] ICLTH, O AZBRICISLTLEI LR nED
IR O TVLDE, LIbRT TRHE] OHlZHIT T, BRICERVE
EREERIITNZH>TLTH, FOTAPMBANCHLTEEZMNZD %
HHREMEZERICETERVDRELE NS e ZEHFHL TV E T,

BT, VAZDEZTTE AAZHRL TV 2 ETOMALN L LHICTE-
TL2EVIHDTHS, RIS, ETOAD, VAZOLEKNTHHY., F
TSIV AZIZIHINB ZLICH R 2D, Ll VAZDSHETH,
ANRDPEEIC 3B L 0D JTID L il E T,

LLdie, MFOLSBBLEEVBAY T,
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But this does not mean that everyone causes or suffers the same degrees of risk.
The risk defines the whole, but each individual is distinguished by the probabil-

ity of risk which falls to his or her share.

LL. Zhd, T RTOAD, HUHRED Y A7 ICHEBT 5 EZ2ERL
TWaHbITREV, VAZE, &hE2EET S (BHRICEHDZ) OTDH
3. L L 2 NI ZDADBEDLS BODA[RENED Y A7 Z D02 &>
T, BAoTWw»a, LiliNT0 T,

ZNTR. REOFLHDWN #ATBEEL LD,

Insurance individualizes, it defines each person as a risk, but the individuality
it confers no longer correlates with an abstract, invariant norm such as that of
the responsible juridical subject: it is an individuality relative to that of other

members of the insured population, an average sociological individuality.

FTED 2, R EDa X M, RPIDO2DODitE, jJ7 & &insurance
ZIRLET, ML tEar< () TORTFLATOETE, DL
SCEMIC IR E VWA T, 7T, 2> (1) OFoditidindividual-
ity (if confers) ZfHL. (R AT LB T SMALEVLI L%, S5
FHHLTWEZEICRD T,

ZOXIE. MBROE®RTOMAMEEVD D%, Y AT LEDED
THERTVEETHHRELHDTY, RMEIETOAZYAZIELLEHAT
WEH, RIEOFIRTOMAMEE VD D, HMERIT. @7 B o T4k
—lE 2R BB HEDO TR —L 27D TR AL, LA
CERFICIAL T2l A% & DBEMEICENTESL R 5N LT ADTH
ANETHY, UL, BHEOHZFNEERTOMAETH L. L) EIk
R0 Ed,

ZIT. "IV AZGFEHELY, R ACEBOTHHRELMETH
ZindividualizationlC DWW TOHOIZ VIV RO HICTFEHL TE & /-0 EEnE
I dE. FALE, HEEEAOBOBEKRE NS 2T, KRELRRER
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O, 3N THY., REFKFEOILBICAZ>THET, DFH. RIS A
TLEEY AT L3, BI0BRERFEI2BETAIZ L DI, BtV ->7280D
DEZFICBOT, RERLZHiRZL DTV E T, AT L (=HilJE)
MEDIITMMALHEBREELESTVLENEVIFUICEOTY, LS
EWVH LR ZDBETIRRTE IO T,

HBICBOTOMAZ. BEICEDE DT, HEHEAIEE (Th) %11
7o D3 HIIE & DBIfRIC BV T b BE A RRFREET L, 7. PRIk
Lo TOMMMEDEEZ R, 1TAICE>THAEMAZDMNT Z L 3T,
B LALEOEERNIEEZ LRICLTOAMETHEEVZET,
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HA*
Insurance®mutualities& . KGR HHEIFH G724 EICA S5 & D % qualitative
7 mutualities & DX I,

N
FTRHOLZATHBEEL LD,

The mutualities created by insurance have special characteristics: they are
abstract mutualities, unlike the qualitative mutualities of the family, the corpo-

ration, the union, the commune.

RERIC X O ES NI HYEE, Fla i %2R >Twa, ZOMEEITEE.
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It seems to reconcile those two antagonists, society-socialization and individual

liberty.

EWVIH XTI A, two antagonistsD EAK[ 7 & DHisociety-socialization & indi-
vidual liberty T. C#A5F. W, WL T252E0LTL0HDTT,

EHIHNB & KFEPEAD LD BVDbWE HRAZME =4
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This, as we will see, is what makes for its political success.
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