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Geographical Study of Local NGO's Contribution to Rural

Development:
A Case on the Riverside of Jamuna, Bangladesh

(O—AINGOIKLZPERFARICETIHEZNHR -NT5F7> 1,
NI D EH- )

Y AT

\

Abstract

Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) play a sigaift role in rural
development across Bangladesh. The key sector&afdNcontribution are- education,
health, agriculture, environment, child protectiovgpcational training, economic
empowerment, livelihood rehabilitation, human rgghbfrastructure development, and
disaster management, etc. In this study, | expltesk important contribution sectors
of NGOs i.e. education, agriculture, and micro-asetb support rural inhabitants of
Bangladesh. The study was performed along thesiterof Jamuna, Bangladesh; a
remote rural area where many local NGOs suppodl Ipeople to improve their lives
and livelihoods. This study involved 30 NGOs in 1@6ion councils (a smallest
administrative hierarchy consists of 3-5 village&) districts. This study has conducted
533 Household Surveys (HHS), Key Informant Intemse(Kll), 50 Focused Group
Discussions (FGD) and participatory observationgeibthe firsthand experience of all
the services provided to the local people by theOdGArcGIS 10.2 was used for
detailed mapping and analyzing of NGOs’ contributézeas in providing educational,
agricultural and micro-credit services and the srdet still lack those facilities.
Furthermore, it was used to identify suitable agtigal lands for crop production and
identify the concentration of NGOs, offering miaedit programs in rural areas and
find potential areas in need of such programs. AM@aGPS device has been used to
locate all MFIs (175 branches of 30 NGOs), eduaatianstitutions (358 schools) and
growth/commercial centers (42 commercial centersiately and collected waypoints
were converted to KML format. Furthermore, StatatiPackage for the Social Sciences’
(SPSS 16.0) software was also used for analyziagtitioeconomic characteristics.
Besides, the correlation was analyzed betweentgrofn agriculture and six dependent
variables and also between monthly income and teeleeight dependent variables
(luxurious assets) using SPSS. This study usedlitaienages of Landsat TM and
WorldView from the year of 1975 to 2015 to identdyatial and temporal dynamics of
alluvial char as well as to plan for the NGOs disttion to ensure the proper services
for the rural poor. Data needed for GIS and RSyamaivere taken from the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS), Center for Environméragad Geographic Information
Services (CEGIS), Bangladesh Bureau of Educatidn&rmation and Statistics
(BANBEIS) and Char livelihood Program (CLP).



The research has illustrated that poverty, lackrahsportation/communication
facilities, insufficient and unplanned educatiomafrastructure, lack of awareness,
unequal spatial distribution of rural schools, aadlural barriers are the main causes of
educational backwardness in rural areas of Banghad@cal NGO facilitates education
sectors by increasing consciousness, developmenheéd-based curriculum, creation
of graded learning materials, non-formal educatod food for rural poor students.
Unfortunately, donors’ have not taken any initiatifor providing clean water,
playgrounds, providing access to internet, comgutelectricity and other facilities.
Moreover, male and female literacy rates are 38.84% 32.26% respectively.
Evidently, the female literacy rate is less thae thale literacy rate due to religious
barriers, transportation systems and the perpetuat poverty. The duration of the
projects and the condition of the local NGOs anfastructure designed for rural
schools create an unstable situation in rural gdcwucaTherefore, local NGOs should
emphasize on project duration and the proper atibn of local resources and services.

This research has also investigated NGOs’ serpiaesded in the agriculture sector,
including a suitable location for agricultural csopn the study area using GIS
technology. The results revealed that local NGQ@difate farmers by giving various
agricultural aids such as agricultural inputs (séextilizer, pesticide), agricultural tools,
cash loans, agricultural training, irrigation fagil support for women in kitchen
gardening, etc. People in remote rural areas weialyinvolved in farming, while
those near the capital (Dhaka) of Bangladesh agradbveloped areas were primarily
engaged in either industry or other service sectowsrelation analysis revealed that
farmers’ income is being increased with the inceeaf farmer’s training, access to
agricultural inputs, availability of domestic anilman the household and access to
agricultural loans. The results further showed #ihthe land in the study area is not
suitable for farming. The study suggests, botifGbeernment Organizations (GOs) and
NGOs should raise awareness among farmers andieip to identify best suitable
crop production areas.

On the contrary, this study presented the coninbstmade by micro-credit in
poverty alleviation by increasing the income getiegaactivities and empowerment.
There are a few prominent micro-credit institutiong. BRAC, Grameen Bank, RDRS
Bangladesh and ASA those are working particulaslyards the poverty alleviation,
empowerment and improvement of living standardghef rural poor. Correlation
analysis revealed that farmer’'s income is signiiitarelated to the use of luxurious
products. However, in terms of poverty alleviatisame individual achievements have
been made, while net welfare achievements at thenuevel are remaining absent.
Finally, this study plans for sustainable developti@ad make the optimal distance from
the centers of commerce and social services aneassure proper services to the local
poor people along the riverside of Jamuna, Banglade



