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Abstract

We conducted interview surveys to inquire the processes of youth transition in contemporary
Japan. The young interviewees were the residents in Hokkaido Prefecture, from 17 to 35 years
old, who had dropped out from high schools. The number of cases are 64. It is necessary to see
the processes of their education, jobs and lives from dropping out and after it to understand the
phenomenon of dropping out from high schools. Dropping out is one of the results of poverty
and social exclusion in many cases. However some dropouts from middle class families entered
professional schools or universities, and others went through a lot of difficulties in their daily
lives. We have found the stratification in dropouts. And some dropouts from middle class families
didn’ t have stable jobs, but some dropouts from lower class families got regular employment
because they encountered social resources and relationships. Many dropouts interpreted dropping
out from school as the meaningful experiences for their lives. The loci of lives of high school

dropouts could be changed, if they got relevant social resources and relationships.



