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Characteristics of use of temporary workers at farms and reasons for
using them
Case study of farmers around Sapporo city, Hokkaido

Hiroki TAKAHATA

Summary

This paper aims to clarify the characteristics of the use of temporary workers at farms and selec-
tion factors with a questionnaire survey. As a result, the following was clarified.

First, as a feature of temporary farm workers, the majority work for a short period, and their
work consists of very simple tasks in many cases.

Secondly, many farmers feel that the quality of the temporary workforce is lower than that of
other sections of the labor force, because they think that temporary workers do not understand what
they are told to do.

Thirdly, in general, the shorter the employment period, the more difficult it is to sustainably em-
ploy part-time workers sustainably. This causes a raise in their wages, which is leading to a smaller
difference between their wages and the wages of temporary workers, which are higher than wages in
other sections of the labor force. It also became clear that temporary workers are being used in order

to secure workers.
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