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Reanalysis of Japanese Expressions
NO, NODA and NODE from Deictic
and Contextual Points of View

YAMASHITA Yoshitaka

In earlier papers (Yamashita [2016a], [2016b] and [2017]), | proposed
the need for a deictic and contextual approach in Japanese syntax. In this
paper | analyze Noun-"no”"-Noun constructions, “noda”-sentences and “node”-
expressions.

In previous studies these three constructions have been treated
separately. In this article, however, | focus on the common function of the
Japanese particle “no” which appears in all the constructions: it presupposes a
reference point.

First of all, when the particle combines two nouns as in N“no” N, the first
N functions as a reference point. The particle “no” itself has no specific meaning.

Secondly, the “no” of “noda”-sentences presupposes some situation as
a reference point. The “noda"-sentence must be uttered based on this reference
point. The difference between the following two sentences is that (1) is a sort of
deictic sentence and (2) is a contextual sentence with expressed or unexpressed
reference.

(1) Yamada-kun ga kita.

(2) Yamada-kun ga kita-no-da.

Finally | analyze “node"-expressions as a variation of a “noda’-sentence.
The “node” expression implies the reason for which the main sentence is uttered
as a request or queston.
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