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“Generation Open” To Be Theme for International Open
Access Week 2014

Nick Shockey

Director of Programs & Engagement, SPARC

Director, Right to Research Coalition

“Generation Open,” the theme for this year’s 2014
International Open Access Week, focuses on the future—not
just of scholarly publishing but also on the individuals upon
whom the ultimate success of the Open Access movement
will rely.

In some respects, this focus on the future is similar to
previous Open Access Week themes, such as “Setting the
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Default to Open” and “Redefining Impact.” However, this year’s
is unique in asking advocates to go beyond imagining an open
system of scholarly community to engage and support those
who will ultimately inherit this system.

In the short term, we’ve already seen the power of students and
early career researchers to be effective allies in promoting Open
Access at the local and national levels. Students have helped
establish institutional open access policies from the University of
California to the University of Nairobi, and students played a
significant role in securing last year’s White House Directive on
Public Access to Federally Funded Research in the United States.

In the long term, today’s students and early career researchers
will become tomorrow’s faculty, administrators, publishers, and
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policymakers.  Partnering with young researchers at the
beginning of their careers and ensuring they understand both
the methods and benefits of making the results of their research
openly accessible is an essential investment in the long-term
project of culture change.

While International Open Access Week is only just that—one
week—we hope that the theme of Generation Open will start
conversations around the world that engage the next generation
and create partnerships that put them at the center of the
transition to Open Access.

Nick Shockey! “Generation Open” To Be Theme for International
Open Access Week 2014/1XCC-BYTA B AL THHEENTWE
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Progress of open access in Japanese psychological field
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