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A study of cross-age communication between children
and adolescences with neurodevelopmental disorders:
participant observation about the climbing camp
at Asahikawa LD parent’s association PURIZUMU.
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Abstract

Practical research on intervention for children with handicapped focuses mainly on acquiring
specific skills and few studies focusing on the relationship between children and adolescents. The
purpose of this study is to clarify the influence of cross-age communication between children and
adolescents with neurodevelopment disorders. In this research, we participated in the climbing camp
planned by LD parent’s association and observed and investigated participants’ cross-age communication
occurring in the camp. In climbing camps, it was found that the relationship between children and
adolescents are more neutral and supportive. As a result, adolescents seemed to be a role model to be
adopted as a near future image for children, and for adolescents to be a place of imitating the behavior of
supporters and practicing the childcare. In addition, the climbing camps have the elements that
encourage psychological stabilization like group psychotherapy as a place of acceptance and security
(¢basho). For children and adolescents with neurodevelopmental disorders, compared to the same age

group, different age group seemed to be more likely to accept the difference in ability positively.

Key words : Neurodevelopmental Disorders, LD parent’s association, cross-age communication, ibasho
(one’s psychological place where a person feels acceptance and security), Naname
relationship (diagonal relationship between children-adolescent which are neutral and

supportive)



