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Summary

Hirai Village was developed in the Kozagawa Basin in Japan’s Kumano Region by the tribes of fleeing

soldiers during the 13th century. We asked mainly eight local residents about house names in the

village between 2014 and 2016, and could record 37 house names. These house names have been

classified into three main originations: location, house branch, and occupation. However, the use of

these names is gradually ceasing. It is therefore necessary to gather much information about these

house names to better understand life in the past and the history of Hirai Village.

Key words: fleeing soldiers, history, house branch, local society, village life



