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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the development of young and mid-level teachers
in nurseries and kindergartens who have experienced several turning points within the
social and temporal context from their subjective narratives, focusing on the reasons why
they continue to work as a nursery and kindergarten teacher and what types of values
they find are related to the continuation. Four teachers were interviewed using the Life-
line Interview Method, and the data were analyzed by the Trajectory Equifinality Model.
As a result, the findings revealed that the reasons for them to continue working as a
nursery and kindergarten teacher vary; however, two common elements which sustain their
teaching career were found: positive feelings toward childcare and their surrounding social
circumstances. Additionally, it was shown that each subject has their own career formation
connected with individual reasons for their job continuation as a nursery and kindergarten
teacher, which suggests that the development of teachers in early childhood education based
on their subjective perspectives as a worker is another area which is worth investigating in

future studies.



