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abstract

Reading ‘Insurance and Risk’

— An Application of Study Question Method —
Part6: From paragraph 28 to 34: Insurance and
Society

NAGASHIMA Miori

This essay represents an attempt to read and interpret,
using Study Questions, one of the classic English-language papers
in social science. We use Study Questions as a guide, with the
purpose of gaining a deeper understanding of the text. This sixth
part deals with paragraph 28 to the last of the paper ‘Insurance and
Risk’. This paper is written by Francois Ewald, and considered an
excellent example of the application of some of the key elements of
Foucauldian thought to the study of the sociological notion of risk.
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One should not underestimate the importance of the epistemological transfor-

mation which produces what might be called the philosophy of risk.
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From a juridical point of view, the new politics of insurance security works

through a new strategy of rights.
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The strategy has the characteristic of making it the categorical imperative of

every benefit system (public or private, operated by employers or by workers)

that it must always be in a position to keep its promises.
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EDIHBLETHHMIERMRET 2L 0L %2ES (M) MmHLTHLE
VORI ERI STV S, EVOEKRERDET, BEOXHELHIETER
- IRREBE RS, U S E RIS L TN O S AL o i X, 7
NHELTHEIN LTI L SR EVIFEEREDE ZTEME - T,
RIS AT DDA > T e L IRRT UL T,

SQc) : FEY Iy T UV ATEASNIT—ZEHL TV 3H 0B
WHTlE, EDLS B ZEDBENT VB TLEIN?

ol
Y

KIS ZHEILT D b2 HDE S Tld. 1HHOM THEAS N, RER>

7‘L\0)fﬁ: ERANDIEDY L0 iR S HIFHLIBMNL TR T,

Insurance technology needs to permeate all of the existing provident institu-
tions, enabling them to rationalize their functions and really to offer the securi-

ty they are supposed to promise.
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By the end of the nineteenth century, no one is any longer in doubt that provi-
dent institutions must conform to the rationality of insurance, so that every
type of benefit organization, whatever its nominal structure, becomes an insur-

ance institution de facto.
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Insurance now really signifies not so much a particular, distinctive type of insti-

tution as a form, an organizing schema of management and rationality capable

of being realized in any and every kind of provident institution.
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It is the imperative of guaranteed security in workers' insurance that leads to

the debate over state insurance.

FIRIC & B R ICEI T 23 A5 2 2 b &3, 7 I3 2 Rz h
AP Lo IRESh TR LH0EVSHBETHL, L5 T
BY. SEE. REORMINZILSVICEES RO E T, REDFHBIH ICH S
FOREE 75T D51, ZORBIHEE RO L ENELRE I g T
Babd. 22727, ZOREZEMET2DOCEZBNTL Y @EY) %
LDOWHBIEAID, LHRTILNTOVET, ZORIC B EEBEICATE
EEL 9,

Behind this problem of guarantees there lies another, profounder one, namely

the problem of the permanence of insurance institutions. Since they are sup-

posed to be providing security, these need to have a quasi-infinite longevity.
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In guaranteeing security, the state is equally guaranteeing itself its own exis-
tence, maintenance, permanence. Social insurance is also an insurance against

revolutions.
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Social insurance gives concrete form to the laicized morality sought for by the

French Republic and articulated by solidarisme.
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BRI, AFOXETHE Y £9, HIHDThe development of insurance &
WO ER L. BIREOFBET MO T RITT,

The development of insurance at the end of the nineteenth century is paralleled
by what one might call the birth of a sociopolitics: that is to say, a political phi-
losophy which no longer seeks to found or legitimize ‘society’, to find for it a

directing principle outside itself, in the dawn of its creation (a state of nature, a

social contract, a natural law), but instead makes ‘society’, enclosed (so to
speak) in itself, along with the laws of its history and sociology, into a perma-

nent principle of political self-justification.

%9, sociopolitics=fttXBRRE VD HEEZEA L. 194X IS8T 2 RERD
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PHC L > TAREROXTI DT, WXL X DT 0 E 0
9, —DOHE., REQREL VD ERT. no longer~but~& W) JBIC% >
TWLaEVI5L b —D. FHRVIIVTDH SitRitselfld TR T %45
FTLEVLIHHTT,
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Biadbtt g boThy . BT, (b ZHBORIEZ YD, FK
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---and man no longer finds salvation or identity except by recognizing himself
as a social being, a being who is made and unmade, alienated, constrained,

repressed or saved by ‘society’.

DFY, ITRTOHDH B boEholfiR, NFERTHZH
KMNBAEE D, R >TESN, S, B S, &l S h.
s, Ttx) (k> TNV T HLIMHTIE. AF S ERRIFRT A
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Insurance becomes social, not just in the sense that new kinds of risk become
insurable, but because European societies come to analyze themselves and their

problems in terms of the generalized technology of risk.

fiA a5t *
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XlcnElnEd,

At the end of the nineteenth century, insurance is thus not only one of the ways

the provident person can guard against certain risks.

19FCDIBD Y ICIE, IR, EBR AL, VAZIHiZ 2 TTETHE L
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end of the nineteenth century & \ > ZHUCHLIO H DI, 308 L 5338
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Whzd, 2LT. R (D) 0o bohs, EROGHEOPKTH
ey mfRIChFTHEDZbZ 75 LI E DD EELRIE L 4>
TVEIEWRBINTVE T, ZOED, ROXTHHMNINET,

The technology of risk, in its different epistemological, economic, moral, juridi-

cal and political dimensions becomes the principle of a new political and social
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economy.
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Societies envisage themselves as a vast system of insurance, and by overtly
adopting insurance's forms they suppose that they are thus conforming to their

own nature.
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