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The Kei () and the Pumashi Associations

in the Korean Rural Community

Svzuk1 Eitaro

The Kei association in Korea is very similar
in structure and function to the K¢ (i) group
The same is true of the Pamashi in
The Kei and the

K¢ assosications offer efficient and reasonable

in Japan.

Korea and the Y%/ in Japan.

ways for financial cooperation when it is needed
by the community, while the Pumashi and the
Yui are applied to solveve the problem of labor
cooperation. All four groups are apparently
based on the supposition that all human beings
are equal.

How and when does the Kei association work ?
According to the rules of the Ke¢i, each member
is required to contribute a certain amount of
property whenever it is needed by the commu-
nity to accomplish any communal work; every

person who satisfies the requirement is in turn

Whatever other object it may have, an associa-
tion which is organized to meet the financial
needs of the community falls in to the category
of the Kei groups. The K¢ association in Japan
solves communal financial problems in exactly
the same way, although some cultural differen-
ces may exist between the two growps.

This argument applies with the same cogency
to the relationship between the Pumashi and the
Yui associatiens. Both represent a method of
labor cooperation although are some cultural
differences. According to the rules of Pumashi,
if A offers his labor to B, B is required to re-
turn the equivalent labor to A. This principle
extends to matual help among more than three
members of the Pumashi group; the wvalue of

the labor is calculated in accordance with the

guaranted a perfectly ‘equal right. Thus the differences in sex and years of age of the labo-
Kei group is undoubtedly financial in character. rer.
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