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Abstract

In October 2019, Obara and Okada had an opportunity to visit a community center for Syrian
refugees and host communities in Turkey run by AAR Japan, an international NGO and also to
interview Syrian refugee families who have children. We also met with researchers working on school
counselling and refugee assistance. Through a field work in Turkey, this report attempted to understand
the current situation of Syrian refugee children in Turkey and the possibilities to improve child
development support. Takefumi Yoshikawa from AAR Japan also provided a report on AAR Japan’s
support to Syrian refugee children and women in Turkey. Furthermore, Ms. Dilara Ozel from the Middle
Eastern Technical University who has been conducting researches on school counselling in Turkey
provided a report on the current situation of Turkish schools receiving Syrian children. The field work
and provided reports suggest that the neurodevelopmental issues (cognitive development in particular) and
psychological challenges receive insufficient attention due to other overwhelming issues such as poverty,
multilingual problems and overcrowded classrooms. While more Syrian refugees reside in local
communities and the number of Syrian refugee students continue to increase, municipal services including
school education are overburdened with increased and diversified demand. Failure in meeting such needs
could negatively affect community integration and potentially lead to further isolation of refugees. Support
to municipal services by the United Nations agencies and provision of community center services by
NGOs such as AAR Japan have potential to fill such gaps and to improve the situation particularly
through a collaboration with experts on child development and school counseling who can support the
referral of children with cognitive disabilities, as well as identification their needs and the establishment

of support mechanism.






