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A study of HASEGAWA Ytaro (3):
Examination of the printing process of the first edition of
“NICHIGO-NYUMON (Introduction to Japanese)”

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

Two years ago, a further copy of the first edition of “NICHIGO-
NYUMON  (Introduction to Japanese)” by HASEGAWA Yutard
(1865~1904), a Japanese language instructor in the Meiji Period (Late Qing
Dynasty), was found in Tokyo University of Foreign Studies Library,
adding to the two copies previously known. Although the three copies were
printed on the same day, they show differences in letter-shapes as well as
missing sentences.

The author conducted a bibliographical examination of the printing
process of the three copies in the light of printing technologies in the Meiji
Period. The results of the study show that the differences in the copies
arose from the setting-up procedures of the various printers in charge and
from the use of different type-faces. The author also points out differences
in the printing dates and printing companies between the first and later

editions and stresses the need for further research on these issues.
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