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(1) case work — the intensive investigation of individuals or families.
(2) sampling — the selection of a representative portion less than the whole — the partial canvass.
(3) complete enumeration — as in a government census — a full canvass.
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1. the general survey
2. the comprehensive, interlocking survey

3. the unit survey



4. the mﬁmoaBE. svrvey
5. the continuous survey ,
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First, discursive testimonial surveys of a broadly defined general field.

Second, a reconnoissance of u defined area somewhat larger than a community. «

Thicd, an enatomical or structural survey, that is, a survey whose aim’ is primarily if not exclusively the definite
moms?mwow of social units.
H‘J.oE.nF an ,.a.ﬁm:%.em case—method m:ﬁe@ of a restricted local wao.m..
Fifth, a 8?.&& or special subject survey defined .voﬁg in area and scope.
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1. The collection and classification of existing data.



First impressions of the governmental area.

The determination of ecnlogical areas.

The. determination .of social areas, cultural, political, and marginal groups.
The natural Emnoﬂw of each social area.

The uatural history of the governmentsl area.

N @ o

Coutemporary study of each social avea.
8. Documentation, ,msm_wmmm. and interpretation of data.
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own people. ‘ ‘ _

While the Skinfo shrine in a community strengthens the espriz de
corps of a territorial group, the Buddhist temple there rather weakens it,
because according to the teaching of Buddha human beings are all equal
and helpless. But though each community, or asa, has a wji-gami, it does
not always have a Buddhist temple. While in some community there are
two or more temples, usually of different sects, in some others there is none
at all.-

With the recent improvement of the means of communication and the
widespread of the modern capitalism into the country side, the community,
or aza, has very quickly been deprived of their independence and isolation.
Now-a-days, the asza, just like the rural neighborhood in the United States,
owes the necessities of its people usually to a neighboring town In most
cases a town is the common center of a few surrounding ases. Such centérs
have arisen suddenly one after another in country districts since the Meiji
Restoration, enlarging year after year their functions.

Of course even in the Tokugawa Era there existed such country towns,
because, however sell-sufficiently country people could get on in their small
commuuity, they could not but depend on townspeople for several matters.
Country towns in those days however were very few in numbér and not so
prosperous, because the necessifies which country people had to get from
traders were very few. At present, to the contrary, there are so many
things, which they get from townsmen, and which, they feel, are indispen-
sable for their livelihood. They have been very much modernized or
civiiized in their ways of living. There must, therefore, exist a country
town, which serves the people in a few surrounding azas. Thus in our
" rural districts, as in the United States, we find the secondary iural group,
the “ rurban community,” as Dr. C. J. Galpin says, which has newly

become of importance in our rural world. With the growth of the center,

the individual @zz as a whole within the “rurban community ” area has’

lost its importance as well as its independence, until at last it will become

a mete appellation of place. In some districts near great cities, some a@zas

in our country life: homes, asas, “rurban communities.”

have already no significance but as a name of place.

Now, we can see that there are at present three types of association
It will seem
quite same with the case in the United States. But, as can be expected
from what we have seen, the ase 1s without question something much more
than the “neighborhood” in America, in its special meaning used by
American sociologists, and the “rurban community ” here somehow less
than that in America. We can see, however, clearly the tendency that the

above two types of association in our rural life have to become more and

“more like those in Arnerica.

What I have said are general facts. Conditions, however, are not the

same in-different localities. For instance, in some asa there have been from

-old times two or miofe natural groups, quite independent to one another and

having very little in common. Again, after the Meiji Restoration the
government has advised the country people to bring together as many
Shinto shrines as possible in order to lower expenses for keeping them up,
and the result is that in some acae there is no #ji-gams of its own, when
several azas together support their common #ji-gami standing in the area
of one of them. In such cases the zone of so-called natural society is not
distinct. And when we are to begin a sociological survey of a rural
community in a certain district, we must first of all discover and determine
its natural unit.

Now, my present plan of sociological survey is for a research of a
natural territori:ll group in rural Japan, and special attention is paid in it
as to how to discover or determine a natural social area, or a unit of
sociological survey, a question to which almost all the rural surveys hitherto

done in Japan have been too much indifferent.

"EITARO SUZUKI

The Gifu Linperial College of Agriculture,
Gifu, Japan.

June, 1931.
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In Japan, however, “natural community ” or ‘ natural area,” as so-

called by American rural sociologists, is not so difficult to discover and
delimit as in the United States, but that does not say it is quite definite
and clear. I will here give you, foreign readers, a short explanation about
the typical rural groups in Japan.

Until the Meiji Restoration which took place about sixty five yeats
ago, rural people throughout Japan had spent three centuries, in the general,
quietly and obediently under the Tokugawa Government, living within their

small community areas. For their whole lives this small community was

the only world allowed to them in which to enjoy life. Seldom took place

their migrations from one place to others. Feudal lords as well as the Toku-
gawa Government would have made efforts to bring down farmer’s standard
of living, because this was necessafy in order that the lords could impose
upon the farmers the heaviest possible taxes. The Government often made
various prohibitions for country people and interfered even in their private
lives. Their occasional risings were always easily stamped out by reprisals,
and they were forced to live at the lowest standards of living in the
cc;mmunity where they were born. They could not easily leave their own
community to live in others for various reasons. The community was to
a great extent self-sufficient, and the Government also urged to be so. It
was dcubtless a “ natural community ” as well as a governmental
division. This natural communiiy was called a wmra. There were found
some seventy thousand of such mura all over the country towards the end
of the Tokugawa Era.

Now, after the Meiji Restoration which was the opening scene of
modern Japan, Europian civilization was suddenly introduced, aud everything
was made anew. In the first instance, the feudal system was abolished,
but it was about a quarter century later that the system of local adminis-
t.ration, as it is now, was finally established. The smura of the Tokugawa
Era was abandoned as a political division, and a few such muras were
combined to make a, primary legal division in the new system. But this

new division was called #mura too, and the old mmra, now a part of a

L31]

‘new mura, began to be called ok-asa-(large wea), if it is large, or ko-aza

(small @za), if it is small. Each new muwa contains from four or five to
ten or more ok-azas, and each ok-dza may contain several £o-azas. - When
an ok-aza consists of one old mura, the fo-azas in it are usually mere
convenient divisions. When several old wuras make up one ok-aza, it is
a mere artificial union of those neighbouring to one another. Though these
sub-divisions in a new“mzzm are by no means governmental divisions, the
self-government of the sure usually adopts them for the sake of convenience.

Thus, seventy thousand old muras, now usually called aszas, were
rearranged into ten thousand new #zuras. ' It seemed to the -new government
that in order to establish an efficient self-government the old mwura was
too meagre in the financial resources and the number of population.
Although. at present an aga, which is as a rule an old mura, is not in-
dependent in the political meaning, and at a Eglance might seem but a name
of place, it remains as ever the primary natural group in the rural districts.

The asa, or the old muwra, has maintained from old a .Shiifo shrine
called wji~gami, or the god of a clan, all the members of the community
without exception being the worshippers of this god. In the present days’
nothing ties them together more strongly or gives them the feeling of
neighboriness more deeply than the fact that they are the fellow-worshippers
of this common wj7-gami. The wusi~gami was originally the god of a clan,
but since the mediaeval times it has become confused with the wbusuna-
ganu, or the god of one’s birthplace. For hundreds of years they have
lived within a small area, believing in the benevolence of the palludium of

their common birthplace, and helping one another partly for the sake of

w

their common god.

It is quite natural that even after their community had lost its 'political/
significance, they have believed they are as-ever the members of a com-
munity. It is no doubt their brief in their #ji-gam#, which has brought
up the strong feeling of social solidarity among them and even has given
rise to a hostile feeling to the outsiders. It is noteworthy here that some

Shinto shrine ccmmunities have .made various industrial unions among their
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NOTE TO FOREIGN READERS

A Social Survey for a territorial group “in rural districts in Japan
has been often made, but never once has a Sociological Survey, in the
sense of these words defined by Prof. Palmer in his Ficld Work in
Sociology. This seems quite a matter of course at the 4present state of
progress in rural sociology in this country.

Recently a few agricultural economists here have made surveys of

“rural economic life considered in relation to the total life of the community,

following their own scientifically made plans. Again, we have such surveys
as made by folllorists, whose aims are primarily to study popular antiquities
in our rural districts, and such as made by human geographists to
discern settlement forms. .

The above surveys have many bearings on a sociological survey of a
cmmunity, and are, no doubt, of high value. DBut no rural sociologists in
Japan have ever done a survey of a rural community from the sociological
point of view.

This book in its Japanese text aims to show my plan of a sociological
survey for a territorial group in rural districts in Japan. In my plan of
survey a special attention is paid to the definite delimitation of social units
in the rural world in Japan. According to the classification of the types
of rural social surveys by Mr. H. N. Morse in his 7%¢ Social Survey in
Town and Country Areas, my survey may be calied “an anatomical or
structural survey.” It seems to me that rural sociological researches in
Japan can begin only when a practical attempt to discover and determine
rural social groupings has been done. THowever, up to the present time
no attempt has ever been made to discover ‘“the typical social group

which appears next above the family ” in our rural life, and no one ever

endeavoured to determine the Japanese parallel of “rurban community ”

in America.



