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Abstract

The construction of the National Ainu Museum and Park, known as Upopol, 1is currently
underway with the aim of opening in April 2020. One of the objectives of the project is to foster
the development of Ainu culture, and so Ainu culture is attracting attention. However, the
activities of the Ainu Culture Preservation Societies, which are responsible for the inheritance of
Ainu culture in their respective regions, have remained largely unexplored. Therefore, in this
paper, interviews were conducted in Obihiro, Niikappu, Urakawa, Mitsuishi, and Shiranuka with
the leaders of the Ainu Culture Preservation Societies and other representatives. The first thing
that became clear was that from the beginning of the establishment of the Ainu Culture
Preservation Societies, the Ainu network among the Ainu Culture Preservation Societies had
supported the cultural inheritance of each region. For example, in Shiranuka, the Ainu network
has made it possible to pass down traditional dance. However, that support alone is no longer
enough, and the Ainu Culture Preservation Societies in Niikappu, Urakawa, and Mitsuishi suffer
from an ageing of activities. One of the reasons for this is that the areas surrounding the Ainu
Culture Preservation Societies, which is suffering from an aging population, is not trying to

include Ainu culture as a local culture.



