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New record of Cardiodectes medusaeus (Wilson, 1908)
(Copepoda: Siphonostomatoida: Pennellidae) from a stranded
pearly lanternfish, Myctophum nitidulum Garman (Myctophifor mes:
Myctophidae) from the Ryukyu lIslands, southern Japan

Daisuke UYENO'™, Keiichi KAkui? and Kazuya NAGASAWA®

Abstract. The mesoparasitic copepod, Cardiodectes medusaeus (Wilson, 1908) (Siphonostomatoida:
Pennellidae) is recorded based on a single ovigerous female specimen from the pearly lanternfish,
Myctophum nitidulum Garman (Myctophiformes. Myctophidae) stranded on the sandy beach of
Hamahiga-jima Island, adjacent to Okinawa Island, centra Ryukyu Islands, southern Japan. This
represents the first record of C. medusaeus from the Ryukyu Islands. Myctophum nitidulum is a
newly recorded host for C. medusaeus.

Key words Pennellid copepod, Cardiodectes medusaeus, Myctophum nitidulum, stranding,
mesoparasite, Ryukyu Islands, new host record
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01.000000000000000000000O00C0000000 (URM-P. 44476, 0 0 I
O770 mm), 0000, 20080 30 1000, 0000000O0O.O0000: 20 mm.

Fig. 1. A stranded pearly lanternfish, Myctophum nitidulum Garman (URM-P 44476, 77.0 mm SL), in-
fected with an postmetamorphic female of Cardiodectes medusaeus (Wilson, 1908) from
Hamahiga-jima Island, 1 March 2008, arrowheads = egg strings. Scale bar: 20 mm.
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02.0000000000000 (RUMF-ZC-2193). A) 00.B) ODOO0OD.C) 0O0O. D)
goooOOd. ) 0o0oogobD.oood: A) 3mm; B-C) 1 mm; D) 0.5 mm; E) 0.3 mm.
Fig. 2. Cardiodectes medusaeus (Wilson, 1908), postmetamorphic female (RUMF-ZC-2193). A)
habitus. B) head, dorsal view. C) same, ventral view. D) posterior part of trunk, ventral view. E)
genital aperture with egg string. Scale bars: A) 3 mm; B-C) 1 mm; D) 0.5 mm; E) 0.3 mm.
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