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When we try to make the sentences easier, I wonder they become very similar to what

children say.
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As an intermediate Japanese learner, I can understand almost all the contents of the
conversation in Yasashii Nihongo. Therefore, I think it is helpful for beginners of Japanese
language. However, even if the language is simplified, it still can’'t be understandable for

foreign tourists. I think simplified languages are only effective if the people already know
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In theory, it just makes sense to use a simplified version of your language to communicate
to someone who is not a native speaker of your language. However, when it becomes a
regulated and separate entity from the original language, it becomes just as hard as
learning a new language.
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I could communicate with peace of mind there, because people were friendly and showing
open mind. I think psychological and attitudinal factors are important in communication, as
well as simplified languages.
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Have you ever used yasashi nihongo before?
& L\/\Elzlin %ﬁot_ EWBD T

As a foreigner, yasashii nihongo is a way for us to easily communicate with natives in our daily
lives. Yasashii nihongo is intended to be clear and simple. For example,avoiding complex
sentences, difficult vocabularies. By limiting the use of honorifics, using desu/masu form, and
by speaking in simple sentences, you can use yasashii nihongo to simplify daily conversations
and decrease the language barrier between foreigners and natives.
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Here are some examples of simple English and Yasashii Nihongo that we created during class
that can be used by staff and foreigners when handling payments in a shop.
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Payment Cash or card? Y ; TIH? B ]d\“f“ﬁ‘iﬂ ?
That’s OO0 yen. OO%T“TO
This is your change. B2 TH,
This is your receipt. i ec/e—lpf\l T3,
Please sign here. %Llf YEBANOLET,

Why is yasashii nihongo important? The number of foreign tourists is increasing, and the
number of foreign residents is also increasing so we want to make conversation easier.
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Our experiences
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As an international student, we are trying our best to learn the local languages. However, it is
always difficult at the beginning, | still remember when | first came here, | lived in a small hostel
near the school. The owner tried to explain how to use the kitchen to me but he couldn’t speak
English. So he used the simplest words that are easy to understand, which gave me the first
impression on this Country and also the confidence in learning Japanese
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As an intermediate level learner of Japanese, | usually don’t have trouble when talking with
Japanese teacher because they always try to avoid difficult expressions. However, when | go
to stores or restaurants, it is totally different since the staff would use keigo and harder
expressions. For me, going to fast-food shops is the most difficult. Staff at fast-food shops
always speak very fast and there are a lot of loan words. | usually end up ordering dishes by
pointing at the pictures. It’s true that the staff are always willing to say again but they seldom

slow down or use easier expressions. Therefore, | think yasashii nihongo should be promoted
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so that people will know that sometimes you need to change the way you talk
bzl I 12A 2FA [E29
ﬂ\ 1 Hﬁau%%%f&f@ﬁﬂ 993 L’C\AZ,)O)T MATZ AT %E ﬁ(uﬁtf < %LZ: EIZKEu@é'EEt

restaurant

ol i%ibl@iﬁAoL#L bf@vxb7/fi BIEO A AR b3 L
L%%%%O@T Woclhdhid, BickoT, 77-a NI Folr—gt+rL
WTF, TR N T RO TR R Y T a0 b E T LR L E S, T o
HEHTEEE L ET, BT oXrd, Ao AIES LT LLET. 25 712
%5M%§of<ﬂi¢ﬁ @O<U%Ltb%¥£¥%%%" YR AT
ZnC, t%k%éLﬁ% 5 BUEN DD E AT D) 7201z, 8 Ll ke IL

&D%Néﬁt%‘w‘i*’“o

As a Japanese, | think it is Japanese who need to know about Yasashii Nihongo more. If
Japanese keep using natural Japanese at the same speed without changing difficult
vocabulary and sentences as they are, non—-native speakers with limited skills of Japanese
cannot communicate. We need to consider the usage of language which can be shared by both
Japanese and foreigners. However it is unexpectedly difficult for Japanese people to make

their usual Japanese to Yasashii Nihongo.
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(RPELWVWHAREWMIEWO 7 a7 https://ameblo.jp/bibaiyasashinihongo/)
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(SUMMARY)

A Report of Yasashii Nihongo (plain Japanese) Activities
with Locals in Multicultural Classrooms

YAMADA, Etsuko

This is a report on activities using “Yasashii Nihongo (plain Japanese)” in multicultural
classes where international and Japanese students studied together. They were planned in
cooperation with the tourism policy of Bibai City promoting hospitality of local residents to
welcome any visitor using Yasashii Nihongo. The activities included fieldworks in Bibai, online
communication with Bibai locals and group projects. It was found that both international and
Japanese students developed similar views on the concept of Yasashi Nihongo. Both native
speakers and non-native speakers pointed out that it is difficult to produce Yasashii Nihongo and
attitudes and mindset to consider non-native speakers can be as important as pragmatic

language skills.






