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A study of HASEGAWA Ydtaro (4):
Examination based on analysis of correction processes in
NICHIGO NYUMON (Introduction to Japanese)

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

By examining corrections and text in the manuscript, this paper aims to
investigate the textbook design ideas of NICHIGO NYUMON
(Introduction to Japanese) by HASEGAWA Yutaro (1865-1904), a
Japanese language teacher in the Meiji Period (late Qing Dynasty). The
investigations show that Hasegawa's corrections were concentrated on
Chinese translations and margin notes, using native checks probably from
Chinese colleagues until just before submission to the printing company.
Analysis of the distribution of Chinese translations of questions and
answers also shows that Hasegawa aimed to build up an attitude of
thinking for oneself among learners in parallel with the use of translations.
Finally, in comparison with several other textbooks published in colonial
Taiwan in the Meiji Period, it is clear that Hasegawa aimed to conduct
Japanese language learning through polite and equal human relationships,

avoiding power relations in text examples as far as possible.
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