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What Learners Experienced Through Synchronous
Online Japanese Course:
Based on Self-Reflection of the Learners

SATO, Junko

This paper aims to describe what learners experienced through a 16-
week-long synchronous Japanese online course and to use the findings for
course improvement. The course is designed to involve Peer Learning,
which Tateoka (2013) defined as a form of collaborative learning occurring
in a classroom and with classmates. As Tateoka claims that self-reflection
is the most crucial element in Peer Learning, this paper mainly explores the
learners' self-reflection comments on what they have taken from each class.
The comments indicate that the learners gained new linguistic knowledge
and reformed their gained knowledge through the online course, in terms of
not only syntactics yet also pragmatics level. In addition, the term-end
questionnaire shows that attempts to provide Peer Learning opportunities
through synchronous online course was evaluated favorably. The
questionnaire, however, indicates several areas to be improved such as

online learning platforms and pairing/grouping matters.
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