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Abstract

Social inequality and education have ambivalent influence with each other in both
directions. On the one hand, social inequality can have a positive significance for people as a
source of motivation to maintain and change their social position through education, and at
the same time, it creates the problem of maintaining and increasing inequality itself through
affecting the way of using education. On the other hand, education has an effective function
for people to overcome their social positions with their own abilities and efforts, and it can
contribute to the resolution of social inequality. At the same time, through the formation of
social positions, it has the potential to create new social inequality.

In this paper, based on the above perspective, I examine the issues of social inequality
and education in line with the reality of social class / stratification, gender, ethnicity,
and regional disparity. In addition, as issues for future research on social inequality and
education, I insist it is necessary to pay attention to 1) the interrelationship of each problem,
2) the commonalities underlying different phenomena, 3) people's awareness of inequality,
and 4) the distinction and relationship between inequality on the organizational system and

inequality in the life world.



