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Communications among Researchers
in Interdisciplinary Research Projects

— Analysis of Factors Required for Project Maintenance by Interview Surveys —

by
Maho Amano, Yoshimi Kataoka and Shishin Kawamoto
Hokkaido University
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It has been increasingly focused on challenging inter-/trans-disciplinary research aimed
at solving social issues in Japan. However, there are few successful examples of inter-/trans-
disciplinary research projects nationwide. In this study we focused on an interdisciplinary
research project that has been conducted for nearly 15 years, mainly by researchers at
Hokkaido University. We surveyed the researchers who had been actually engaged in the
research project, by means of modified grounded theory approach method. There are some
previous studies pointed out that differences in "discipline culture" among researchers
professionalized in various field, resulting dis-communication caused project inexecution. We
analyzed and discussed how researchers communicate each other to overcome this obstacle,
especially focusing on the phenomena of "disagreement " and "trust".
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