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Quasi-liquid layers and snow crystals

Kanako Sato
Rikkyo University

abstract:

Growth forms of snow crystals are closely related to the
surface structures of ice. Over several decades, various
experiments have revealed the existence of quasi-liquid
layers on ice surfaces. In this paper we introduce a
macroscopic model of the quasi-liquid layers proposed by
Lacmann and Stranski in 1972. Based on this model, we
analyze the properties of these quasi-liquid layers and
explain the phase diagram of snow crystals.
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