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The substance of one Ainu’s ‘coexistence’

——From Kaizawa Tadashi’s own record of the Nibutani Dam issue——

Kaori ARAT*

ABSTRACT

At present, the term ‘coexistence’ (kyosei) is often associated with the Ainu, but there has been little
discussion about the actual meaning and substance behind the term, which is usually interpreted
ambiguously. This paper explores the substance behind Kaizawa Tadashi’s use of the term ‘coexistence’
in the records that he took in his last years concerning the Nibutani Dam issue, which later became
the Nibutani Dam trial. It concludes that Kaizawa’s narrative of ‘coexistence’ was told in a specific
local context, out of respect for the lived experience of Ainu land and people. Due to the urgent need
to recognize the Ainu’s existence in view of the circumstances at the time, Kaizawa also expressed a
stereotypical version of ‘coexistence” in an ETV television interview.

At first glance, these two narratives of “coexistence’ seem to be inconsistent. However, for Kaizawa, they
both come from his deeply felt respect for his fellow Ainu. Through examining these two aspects of
‘coexistence,” I hope to contribute to future discussions about “coexistence’ with the Ainu.

Keywords: Kaizawa Tadashi, Ainu, coexistence, Nibutani Dam issue
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