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The Economic impact of Japan's Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries,
and Food Exports — An Input-Output Analysis Approach —

Yuya SATO, Takumi KONDO

Summary

Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) is currently promoting the export of
agricultural, forestry, fishery, and food products with the goal of raising the export value of agricultural,
forestry, fishery, and food products to 5 trillion yen by 2030. The export value has been increasing year by
year, and the export value of agricultural, forestry, fishery and food products is expected to exceed 1 trillion
yen in 2021.

The main objective of this report is to quantitatively clarify the economic ripple effects of Japan's
promotion of agricultural, forestry, fisheries and food exports on primary industries.

The export value of agricultural, forestry, fishery, and food products is calculated from trade statistics
according to the HS code, which is the world’s common classification number for imported and exported
products. Furthermore, trade statistics were recalculated to ensure consistency between the 187 sector
classifications in the 2015 Input-Output table and trade statistics.

Input-output analysis and employment linkage analysis were used to calculate the economic spillover
effects and employment creation effects of exports. As a result, the majority of the economic ripple effects
were found to be in the “Others” category, which is an aggregation of sectors excluding the “agriculture,
forestry, fisheries” and “food processing” industries. On the other hand, only a small amount of the
economic ripple effect was found in the agriculture sector. The job creation effect was found to some extent
in the primary industry of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, suggesting that exports of agricultural,

forestry, fishery, and food products partially contribute to job creation in the primary industry.
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