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Abstract

This study examined what and how Japanese childcare practitioners reflected on their
experiences at the end of the first year of COVID-19 pandemic. 191 informants living in 29
prefectures in Japan provided open-ended statements in three career categories: young and mid-
career, experienced, and manager. Text mining was conducted separately. The results showed that
the common words frequently used were "child," "early childhood education and care," "event
(Gyo-j1)," and "Mask" was more frequently used by experienced workers, and "guardian" was
more frequently used by managers. Furthermore, based on the results of the co-occurrence
network analysis, we identified the characteristic reflections by career. The young and mid-career
workers selected "responding to daily childcare issues,” "considering how to organize events," and
" Insights and implications for practice,” while the experienced workers selected "dealing with
daily challenges and concern for child development" and "re-examination of daily routines or
events and considerations for guardians,” and the managers selected "infection control policy as a
facility," "conflicts with guardians about holding events," ‘"appreciation and consideration for
employees,” and "Innovations and revisions in early childhood education and care," were extracted.
For each category, we discussed the implications of the practitioner’s reflections by illustrating
examples of typical statements. Finally, we summarized the suggestions for early childhood care
and education "After COVID-19" in Japan.
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