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Discussions on Education for Working Youths
in the Early 1950s in Japan
:Focusing on the Process of Organizing
the First National Youth Affairs Research Conference

TSUJI Tomoko
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Abstract

In the early 1950s, people in Japan were interested in education for working youths. A lot of
youths, especially those in rural areas, studied voluntarily in various ways outside the public high
school system because there was a lack of opportunities to access late secondary education. In
addition, young people could not go to high school for financial reasons. The government planned
a new subsidized youth class system law. At first, the Japanese Council of Youth Organizations
supported this law, but then turned against it because of concerns about state intervention as a
reaction to post-war reform after the GHQ occupation and under the cold war. However, there
were heated arguments between proponents and opponents among young people. Eventually, the
bill passed, and the Japanese Council of Youth Organizations tried to make a proposal for an
alternative secondary educational system as opposed to only full-time students. They did some
research on the conditions of specific suburbs. Also, they examined the learning style which were
different from the lecture-style education. They proposed a style of collaborative learning, which
consisted of learning through social activities and discussing their experiences. They thought that
the most important thing was defining the problems themselves. The concept of this collaborative
learning was formed through their discussions on the process of making the First National Youth

Affairs Research Conference in 1955.
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