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Expenditure on Education in Low-income Households:
Analysis of the Hokkaido Single Parent Households Survey
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the situation of expenditure on education in low-income
households. Based on the results of the Hokkaido Single Parent Households Survey, Low-income
households were classified into three categories: households public assistance user, households exempt
from residential taxation, households not captured by the above schemes, and then expenditure of each
household on (i) all expenses spent on childcare and education (amounts from (i) to (iv) below, plus
child’s medical expenses, food, etc.), (ii) schools, (iii) tutoring, cramming schools, correspondence courses,
etc., (iv) lessons, sports clubs, etc. The study concludes that. (i) It was identified that education
expenditure may become an increasingly significant source of pressure on household budgets in low-
income households as the number of children increases or as the age of the children increases. (ii)
Comparing households public assistance user and households exempt from residential taxation with
adjacent annual household incomes, the distribution tends to be concentrated at the lower amount in the
former, for example, which means that even among low-income households, the spending situation on

education is different.



	29_42

