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The archaeology of fire

KOSUGI Yasushi

Abstract: There are not many archaeological studies on fire. One of the reasons is that the archaeological materials directly related
to fire are fragments or vestiges of charcoal, ash, and burned sediments. Fire 1s not a tool. Fire is a natural phenomenon and is an
object to be controlled and utilized by hominin. Therefore, I classify the tools related to fire into three categories, and consider what
they mean 1n the history of material culture environment as human history. The first fire tool is an ignition tool. The second fire tool
is a torch( taimatu ). The third fire tool is a device that keeps burning fire, such as a furnace or a hearth.

From the above points of view, we consider the archaeological problems of fire and hominin in the perspective of human history.
Since the post-glacial period, hominin developed a full-fledged sedentary life in various parts of the earth, and have changed the
surface of the earth to a state where it is more flammable than ever experienced in human history. That is, "domestication" of the

surface of the earth. On the other hand, hominin have not yet acquired the technology to control the " wild fire".
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