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Only Gatsby, the man who gives his name to this book, was exempt from my reaction—Gatsby, who represented everything for
which I have an unaffected scorn. If personality is an unbroken series of successful gestures, then there was something gorgeous
about him, some heightened sensitivity to the promises of life, as if he were related to one of those intricate machines that register
earthquakes ten thousand miles away. This responsiveness had nothing to do with that flabby impressionability which is dignified
under the name of the "creative temperament "—it was an extraordinary gift for hope, a romantic readiness such as I have never
found in any other person and which it is not likely I shall ever find again. No— Gatsby turned out all right at the end; it is what
preyed on Gatsby, what foul dust floated in the wake of his dreams that temporarily closed out my interest in the abortive sorrows

and short-winded elations of men.
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He smiled understandingly—much more than understandingly. It was one of those rare smiles with a quality of eternal
reassurance in it, that you may come across four or five times in life. It faced—or seemed to face—the whole external world for
an instant, and then concentrated on you with an irresistible prejudice in your favor. It understood you just so far as you wanted
to be understood, believed in you as you would like to believe in yourself, and assured you that it had precisely the impression of
you that, at your best, you hoped to convey. Precisely at that point it vanished—and I was looking at an elegant young rough-
neck, a year or two over thirty, whose elaborate formality of speech just missed being absurd. Some time before he introduced

himself I 'd got a strong impression that he was picking his words with care.
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and then his face broke into that radiant and understanding smile, as if we'd been in ecstatic cahoots on that fact all the time S &f~ WKV E
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If that was true he must have felt that he had lost the old warm world, paid a high price for living too long with a single dream.
He must have looked up at an unfamiliar sky through frightening leaves and shivered as he found what a grotesque thing a rose
is and how raw the sunlight was upon the scarcely created grass. A new world, material without being real, where poor ghosts,

breathing dreams like air, drifted fortuitously about...like that ashen, fantastic figure gliding toward him through the amorphous
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Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter
— tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther.... And one fine morning——

So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.
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Now I think it's time to tell my story. Which doesn't mean, of course, that I have resolved even one of my problems, or that I will be somehow
different when I finish. I may not have changed at all. In the end, writing is not a full step toward self-healing, just a tiny, very tentative move in that
direction. All the same, writing honestly is very difficult. The more I try to be honest, the farther my words sink into darkness. Don't take this as an

excuse. I promise you—I've told my story as best I can right now. There's nothing to add. Yet I can't help thinking. &
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