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A Study of Nomadic Herders’ Inheritance Practices and
Changes in Herd Management in Inner Mongolia
—From a fact-finding survey of Damu Gacha in Chifeng City —

Aodun Tuya®, Akihiko Sakashita” and Masaki Suguru’
* Hokkaido University Graduate School of Agriculture
* Hokkaido Regional Agricultural Research Institute
¢ Rakuno Gakuen University

Summary

The main method of animal husbandry in the Inner Mongolia region of China was nomadic
pastoralism. However, nowadays there is a tendency for the feeding of livestock to be completed
individualized and privatized due to the increase of enclosed pastures, the buying and selling of
silage taken from the grasslands, and the cultivation of forage crops in agricultural fields. These
factors caused a major change in the management and feeding of livestock. Previous studies on this
topic pointed to land individualization as a major factor in the change of herd management, however
very few studies take into consideration factors such as population growth and changing family
dynamics. To fill this gap in the literature, this study focuses on the interplay of inheritance interplays
with population growth, which has a great influence on family formation in inner Mongolia.

This study shows how the interplay of population growth and inheritance practices influence herd
management styles in the Inner Mongolian region. In particular this study will cover how herds are
inherited and how this in turn impacts the scale of livestock ownership. Fieldwork was conducted in
Damu Gacha, a pastoral village located in the eastern part of the Inner Mongolia Region.
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