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The Current State of Agricultural Employment Labor Issues in Vegetable-growing

Regions : Causes of Labor Shortages and Future Directions
Masashi KONNO (Nayoro City University)

Summary

In recent years, there has been a shortage of hired agricultural labor. Therefore, farmers and
agricultural cooperatives have made various efforts to secure agricultural hired labor. In particular,
around 2000, agricultural cooperatives and others created a system to adjust the supply and demand
of agricultural hired labor within the community. As this system became more sophisticated and
complex, researchers have conducted studies on this system. In addition, agricultural employment-
labor shortages have been repeated many times, not just once. For this reason, this paper will organize
the current agricultural employment labor force problem and hypothesize the causes of the repeated
agricultural employment labor force shortages.

The causes of the agricultural labor force shortage can be summarized historically based on the
results of the case study as follows: before the 1990s, agriculture was chosen because there were few
places for women to work; after the 2000s, agriculture was no longer chosen because there were more
places where women could work. This is because the wage level in agriculture is lower than in other
industries, and people no longer want to work in agriculture. Because wages for people working in
agriculture are low, the number of people working in agriculture (especially those working for short
periods) did not increase, and the mechanism was thought to have caused labor shortages many times
over, with people looking for temporary work (e.g., freelancers) joining and then falling back into
labor shortages when those people were gone. In the future, it is necessary to hire agricultural workers
as permanent employees and to create a system that allows people of various natures (e.g., students,
handicapped people, side jobs, etc.) to support the agricultural industry.
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