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bBExETERD SEFRE S N-TI Y 7 J Arothron stellatus
ANE S OGIRY s R
(2023 4£7 H 11 A5AF, 2023 4E 8 H 16 H2HD)

Record of a pufferfish, Arothron stellatus (Tetraodontiformes : Tetraodontidae)

from Usujiri, Hakodate, southern Hokkaido, Japan

Kota Oata” and Toshio Kawar?

Abstract

A single adult specimen of pufferfish, Arothron stellatus (Anonymous, 1798) (Tetraodontiformes : Tetraodontidae) was col-
lected from the Pacific off Usujiri, Hakodate, southern Hokkaido, Japan in November 2022.  The specimen represents the first

and northernmost record in Hokkaido and Japan, respectively.

This individual is highly possibly considered to have been trans-

ported by the Tsushima Warm Current and the Tsugaru Warm Current.  Considering the difficulty of overwintering in cold tem-
perature around southern Hokkaido, we suggest that the transportation happened not during its planktonic stage, but when it was

an adult.
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Fig. 1.

view of nasal organ on left side (C).  Anterior is to the left.
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Arothron stellatus, HUMZ 233162, 468 mm standard length. Lateral view of body (A), dorsal view of head (B), and dorsal
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