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Progress of Local Government Efforts to Reduce Gender

Inequality in Economic Sectors in Hokkaido
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Abstract

Focusing on the economic field in Hokkaido, where regional differences tend to appear
due to differences in industrial structure, this paper studies the progress of efforts by local
governments to reduce the gender gap and identifies issues for further promotion.

Hokkaido's population is concentrated in “Ishikari," which includes Sapporo City, while the
population is declining and aging in other areas. In terms of industrial structure, primary
industries are thriving in Tokachi, Okhotsk, and Kushiro/Nemuro. The job openings-to-
applicants ratio is lower than the Hokkaido average in urban areas, and is high in Monbetsu
in Okhotsk, Wakkanai in Soya, and Nemuro in East Hokkaido, where primary industries are
thriving, and the construction and manufacturing industries are relatively strong and labor
shortages exist.

Hokkaido has large differences among regions. Therefore, it is significant to look at
regional gender inequality and promote efforts to address them. First, since the factors that
create inequality differ from region to region, it is necessary to collect and analyze data on
gender inequality by region and link this to initiatives. Second, local governments that are
closer to people's daily lives and implement measures to make daily life better will realize
gender equality in terms of both social figures and the actual feelings of individuals.

However, municipalities in Hokkaido are weak in their own actual efforts to eliminate
gender inequality in economic sectors as well as in other areas. This is due in part to the
lack of interest in gender equality and the lack of a defined department in charge, which has

resulted in a low priority in their work.






