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Promotion of SDG initiatives
in small local governments
A case study of Yamato Town, Kumamoto Prefecture

YAMAMOTO Naoki

Abstract
In 2021, Yamato Town in Kumamoto Prefecture was selected as an SDGs Future City, focusing
on a comprehensive plan centered on organic agriculture. The SDG initiatives in Yamato Town
exhibit the following characteristics: (1) a concerted effort to synergize economic, social, and
environmental aspects while establishing an administrative framework to support the
advancement of organic agriculture, (2) focus on raising awareness and encouraging
engagement from each and every resident, with the intention to instill SDG principles across
generations, and (3) collaboration with local stakeholders and dissemination of information in a
creative manner. Yamato Town’s SDGs Future City Plan, with its core focus on organic
agriculture, serves as the foundation for the implementation of SDG measures. Ongoing efforts
are directed toward strengthening this foundation. In the future, it will be important to enhance
follow-up mechanisms on SDG measures and share information with residents and stakeholders

while implementing and reviewing the measures.

Keywords

SDGs, small local governments, organic agriculture, Yamato Town
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