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LEMA ORYZ . SP. NOV.
By

SaToru Kuwavama

In the course of my study on the leaf-beetle of the rice-plant in Japan, I
found that this species which has hitherto been referred to as Zema melanopa
LisNe and formerly known as L. #istis Hersst (=L. flavipes SUFFRIAN), is
a new and undescribed one. In order to take a priority, I give a brief de-
scription of the species in this occasion. More precise description and discussion
shall be given in the near future.

General colour of body blackish, with the pronotum bright yellowish brown
and the elytra metallic blue. Antennae black, with grayish pubescence densely,
excepting two basal joints which are dark brown and scarcely pubescent.
Legs bright brownish yellow, with blackish coxae and dark brownish tarsi,
the tibia being darkened at the apex; abdominal sternites deep black with
close and fine punctures, covered with dense grayish yellow pubescence.

Average length of body 4.23 mm. in the males and 4.76 mm. in the
females.

In form and colouration this species has much resemblance to L. melanopa
Linxg, but its dark brownish basal two joints of antennae, brownish yellow
trochanters, dark brownish tarsi and apices of tibiae, blackish abdominal ster-
nites and the conditions of punctures and pubescence separate it rather easily
from that species.

Here I must express my deepest thanks to Prof. S. MaTsuMuraA for his kind
suggestion and encouragement.
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