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On-demand Japanese Language Courses for International Ph.D.
Students “Basic Japanese Development Program” (BJDP)
- Background and Report on the Program -

YAMAHATA, Tomoyuki

This study reports on implementing an on-demand Japanese language
course based on the “Basic Japanese Development Program” (BJDP) from
October 2022 to 2023. The Basic Japanese Development Program is a
Japanese language learning program for international Ph.D. students at
Hokkaido University. However, Hokkaido University already offers a
“General Japanese Language Course” that all international students
enrolled in the university are eligible to take. However, the “General
Japanese Language Course” is offered two to three times a week during the
regular class hours of 845 am. to 6:00 p.m., and the classes are held in
person or online in real time. Therefore, some students who do not have
enough time to attend classes during the daytime, especially Ph.D. students
who spend most of their time in the laboratory, cannot take the “General
Japanese Course”. This program aims to provide Ph.D. students with
learning assistance centered on on-demand materials. This paper reports
on the background of the establishment of the course, the actual activities
of the course, and the reactions to the program from participants and
Japanese collaborators.
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