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A NEW BRACONID-PARASITE OF THE BARK-
BORING BEETLE,
CRYPHALUS PICEUS EGGERS

By

Hiromicrr KONo and CHinisA WATANABE

(With one Textfigure)

This year the senior author, with the financial aid of the HarrorI-HOKOKAI,
made a study of the insect-pests of Abies sachalinensis, * Todomatsu”, and Picea
Jesoensis, “‘Egomarsu”. In the course of his study, he found an interesting
Braconid-parasite of the bark-boring rhynchophorous beetle— Cryphalns picous
Eccers which does great damage to Abies sachalinensis. The junior author’s
examination found it to be a new species which will be described hereafter.

The authors acknowledge their deep indebtness to the Harrori-HOkOKAL
for its assistance. It gives them great pleasure to name the species “FEcplylus
feattorii KOno et WATANABE" (Hattori-kikui-komayu), after the Hartorr-HOKOKAI,
in token of their appreciation.

Family BRACONIDAE
Subfamily Braconinae
Tribe Hecabolini
Genus Ecphylus FORSTER

Ecphylus ForsteR, Verh. Nat. Ver. Preuss. Reinl., Vol. 19, p. 237 (1862); MARSHALL,
Spec. Ilymén, Europe, IV, p. 207 (1888); Asamrap, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., Vol. 23, p. 147
(1g00); SzErLIGETI, Gen. Insect., 22-24, p. 57 (1934); FAIRINGER, Opusc. bracon.,, Bd. I1I, p.
94 (1930).
Genotype—~Ecphylus silesiacus (RATZEBURG) _
This genus is easily distinguished from all the others in this tribe by having
Nervus parallelus interstitial and Nervulus obsolete. Eight
species have been recognized in the palaearctic region, one being described
here for the first time. Most of them are known as parasites of the larvae of

some Ipid-species.

{Ins. Mats,, Vol. X, No. 1 & 2, November, 1935]
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Eephylus hattorii KOxo et WATANABE sp. nov.

©. Black to dark brown; propodeum and Ist tergite yellowish; palpi
pale; antennae yellowish brown, darkened towards the apex. Legs with the
coxae reddish yellow. Wings hyaline, the stigma and veins yellowish brown.

Head cubital, smooth and shining ; antennae slender, as long as the body,
14-16 jointed. Thorax smooth and shining ; mesonotum somewhat coriaceous;
parapsidal furrows obsolete. Propodeum smooth and shining, somewhat rugose
on each side of the median longitudinal carina, which bifurcates at the apical
third, forming an isosceles N -shaped area. Recurrent nervure interstitial; Ist
discoidal cell distinctly petiolate; basal nervure straight, the upper portion longer
than the 1st abscissa of the radius. Abdomen oblong, as long as the head and
thorax united; 1ist tergite as long as broad at the apex, gradually narrowed

Licghylus hattorii sp. nov.

7 Wings of the female. 4 Abdomen of the male.

towards the base, longitudinally striate-rugose, with two oblique carinae at the
base, the basal area which is enclosed by the carinae slightly excavated, trans-
versely striate; 2nd and the following tergites smooth and shining, the sutures
weakly indicated ; ovipositor straight, exserted, the sheath one third the length
of the abdomen, covered with short hair uniformly.

Length 2-2z.5 mm. Y
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3. Closely resembles the female in general structure and color, but differs
from the latter in the following characters: ’

Antennae 14 jointed. Abdomen slenderer than that of the female, suddenly
narrowed towards the apex; 2nd and the following tergites not divided by
sutures, longitudinally grooved at the middle, with two anal appendages.

Length 2 mm.

Cocoon: Subhyaline, oblong in shape, 2.8 x1.3 mm. in size. Under the
bark of Abies sackalinensis there are separated cocoons in the minute tunnels
made by the larvae of Cryplialus piccus EGGERS.

Host: Cryplalus picens EGGERS : .

On June 2nd, 1935, a half-dead Zodoinazsu-branch, 15-20 mm. in diameter,
which is considerably attacked by Cryplhalus picens EGGERs, was brought from
Jozankei. From this branch, there appeared on June 20th a female of this
parasite, and on July 25th a male. Between these dates, there appearéd one
female and one male. Altogether there came out 2 males and 2 females.

Holotype (2): 20/VI, 1935,

Allotype (8): 25/VIIL, 1935.

Paratypes (19, 15): VI-VII, 1935.

Habitat—Hokkaido (Jdzankei).

This species is placed near FLcplylus caudatus RuscHKA®, a parasite of
Hypoborus ficus EricusoN and Lipartirum colclicun SEMENOw in Europe, but
is differentiated from the latter by the structure of propodeum and abdomen.

% Ent. Blitter, Bd. 12, p. 25, 2 5 (1916).
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