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1. Introduction 
 
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen! Thank you very 
much for joining us today. In Sakhalin, we call ourselves 
Enchiw, which means ‘human beings’ (Ainu in 
Hokkaido). Today I would like to talk a little bit about 
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the Ainu before the war, then about the Ainu after the war, and then about the life of the 
Enchiw / Sakhalin Ainu after the forced emigration, including the land where I was born 
and raised. 
!"#$%$&$'()*'+,-.#/01234567/89:;<=>
1?4/@ABCD=4>EF0G49H@<IJKH'LM5N-%=OP
QRSTUV=4>WXH@YZ[\H4>BCD-WXH@]A^*'%_
`a@%8&`;bc-PQRS0G49Id0be-PQRSIfghie
-JKPQRS-jk0G49ILM-j/_lm5no"pOqr854=
s4/@A 
I would like to 
briefly explain 
where I lived in 
Sakhalin. The Amur 
River flows into the 
sea here, and the 
water that flows into 
the sea from here 
becomes drift ice, 
which flows along 
the east coast and 
finally reaches 
Okhotsk after a 
journey of about 
1,000 km. I am not sure whether it flowed through the Mamiya Strait or the Soya Strait, 
but I remember when I was a child, a very small amount of drift ice drifted to Wakkanai, 
and because there was no food available, kelp, which was not usually caught, was washed 
up on the beach with the drift ice, which was valuable food at that time.  
t I remember that we could not get a lot of kelp, but we could go to the beach and take 
one or two kelps home and put them in miso soup, which turned out to be very tasty. 
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Karafuto Ainu 
 

The photo on the 
left shows that the 
so-called Ainu 
(Sakhalin natives) 
are the same people 
as the Hokkaido 
Ainu, and among 
them there are 
many who have 
recently been 
inspired by the 
Japanese and who 
at first glance do 

not differ from the people of the interior’, while the 
photo on the right shows an image of an Ainu beauty 
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from Maoka. Many of them have become wives of the people of the interior and are 
helping them.’  

¿-ÀÁ'ÂTJK-nU]4öÃ¹BCD'Z[\BCD=ÄéUÅ089I
Æ-Ç0'ÈÉ*)U-ÊËOÌºIéÍûoU=Î"a?¹Ï+4Ð=IÑ
-ÀÁ'ÁÒ-BCD¼U=89À#_5ç-H@AÂBCDÅÓÇ0¼UÔ
"`aõA+,'ûoU-Õ="m9ÖºGG:;AÐ=ò#_94/@A 

 
This photo shows an Ainu woman and her 

granddaughter, but she is young enough to 
look like a mother. The Ainu woman is 
wearing a Karafuto costume, and the 
granddaughter is wearing a Japanese 
kimono, showing how Japanese culture is 
becoming more and more prevalent. 

%-ÀÁ'BCD×UØÙÆ-Ú-
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Under the Treaty of Exchange of Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands concluded in 1875 

(Meiji 8), the entire island of Sakhalin became Russian territory, and the Japanese 
government decided to relocate the Sakhalin Ainu to Hokkaido. In the same year, a total 
of 841 people from 108 households in 47 Kotans (villages) along Aniva Bay in southern 
Sakhalin were relocated to the Soya region. 

1875 ã(xä 8 ã)åæ-JKç
èéêëÑHIJKìè<íîï
Bð=";I*)ñò'JKBC
D-Z[\hiOóô/85AÄ
ãIJKõö-B÷øùú40:
m5 47 ûüQ-ý 108 þIÿ!
841 U<íìoè0hi#ïa_
/85A 
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The second Prime Minister, Kiyotaka Kuroda, then Director General of Hokkaido, said: 
‘Soya is too close to Sakhalin. We don't want anyone to escape back to Sakhalin on the 
ship.’ The following year, Sakhalin Ainu were taken from Soya to Otaru. 

´"#ÿ$%&-'()*I¯¤Z[\+,'Âíì':/;0çJK0È
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In the same year, the Ainu 

were transferred from Otaru to 
a different ship, and brought up 
the Ishikari River to 

Tsuishikari. This is where over 300 died of smallpox and 
cholera, which spread from 1879 to 1887, they were buried in 
Tsuishikari.  
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As Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 
Takefusa Enomoto signed the Treaty of Exchange of 
Sakhalin for the Kuril Islands, and it is thought that he 
tried to force the Ainu to come to the place where he 
owned 100,000 tsubo of land and to engage them in 
agriculture. Across one road from the riverbed is 
Enomoto Park, where a bronze statue of Takefuchi stands 
on a high pedestal, mounted on a horse, with one hand 
pointing forward. 
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In 1905 (Meiji 38), southern Sakhalin became Japanese 

territory again, and almost all of the survivors returned to Sakhalin. However, after the 
Second World War ended in 1945 (Showa 20), Sakhalin Ainu again became part of the 
former Soviet Union, and the Sakhalin Ainu were repatriated to the Hokkaido area. 

1905 ã(Ä 38 ã)0õJK<no*)ð0";Ij7pm5qrìs<JK0
tm5< 45 ã(uv 20 ã)-wbOx9InÙíyZð0";IJKBCD'\
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 Shinganji Temple in Ebetsu City 
has held funerals and memorials for 
many of those who lost their lives, and 
to this day, the temple keeps a register 
of all the victims. All of them have 
been given posthumous names, and 
their dates of death are properly 
recorded. During the time of the 
previous chief priest, we informed 
the surviving families of the 
existence of the register, and a 

memorial service at their graves began to be held on the third 
Saturday of June every year.  

t {|}~�Ä0'IÅ-+,-ÇÉ0"a_5èÑ-
FÖÜáàO³m5%=<1â=";IäãçÅ-ÇÉÏ
ìs-åçé<èê#_94/@A@¡9-è0ëí<ì
ºa_I1îj-ãï*ç7N$=ò#_94¹%=H
@Aciñ-¤"0IÅ-åçé<:¹%=OIóòÓ0
ô8­®Iöcëõ<úãùï-ûün *¡/¹á>0
"m5-H@A 

t  
Talk event on writer Soichi Kawagoe's Naoki Prize-

winning novel ¢Netsu-gen (heat source),£ and the 
unknown relationship between 
the Sakhalin Ainu and Poland on 
30!" Oct. 2020  
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Tonkori performance, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, photographed by a 

Sapporo resident §¨©Âª«ÐI¶Ó-·¸='t ¹ºH¬
zåC­Q¬ 
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In a Hokkaido Shinbun article: ‘What are Ainu Rights’, I wrote about my thoughts on 
the post-war Sakhalin Ainu. 

\»ò^IBCD-I¼='½`-ÇHbe-JKBCD0G49¾-s4
O¿494/@A 
 
Visit my Roots: Karafuto Journey 

 
My Enchiw grandmother died in Sakhalin at the age of 49; all of my mother's younger 

brothers were young, and one of her sisters also died at that age. 
In 2011, my eldest sister and I joined a research team and visited my mother's hometown 

of Sakhalin for the first time. We visited holding a portrait of my mother, and showed her 
the scenery, which is becoming increasingly depopulated. 

PQRÀ-ÁÛ' 49 Â-¤I¾-Û-Ã5N'!$"Ä4%ó0IÅç 1 U
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2011 I travelled by train from 

Toyohara (Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk) to 
Shikika, a journey of about seven 
hours, to the Otas Forest, Lake 
Talaika and the remains of the 
Kotan.t  

2011 ãØÙ`a`Ú/HÛ
ÜHÑ 7 ¤V-ÜO89Iâ
üÝ-ÞàüACßàIûü
Qá/H³m9!/85A 

 
 
Karafuto Agency 

Museum (later to 
become the current 
Sakhalin Regional 
Museum) is built and 
opened August 1, 1937 
by the Sakhalin Agency 
of the Japanese Empire.  

1937 ã 8 ï 1 * - %
*)âãJKä0á
;IT-N0äÂÊË
ÌQåÉnæ¢çÐ
m¢="¹]ÂJKä
æ¢çÐ<mèÜé
ç 

 
t The four pieces I am about to show you were on display in the museum in Yuzhno-

Sakhalinsk.%_`aqÍï@¹ 4ê'IëìíÊËÌQÝå-æ¢ç0îj89
45ç-H@A 
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The necklace is 
made of a series of 
large and small glass 
balls, called ‘tamasai’ 
in Ainu. The balls 
were so expensive 
that women could 
only afford a few, 
even with all the 
wages they earned 
working in the 
fishing grounds. 

 
t  
 
 
Ear ornaments were made of thin brass, bent into a circular shape, some of which were 

silver-plated. The Ainu word is ïninkarið. Men also wore them until the end of the Edo 
period. They are available in various sizes, with some of the larger ones reaching 10 cm 
in diameter.  
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Bronislaw Pilsudski - Enrolled in St. 
Petersburg University's Faculty of Law in 
1886. Sentenced to 15 years in prison and 
exiled to Sakhalin (Sakhalin) in 1887 for 
his involvement in an assassination 
conspiracy against Alexander III. 

3î÷Ýø456ÀÝ-Ü1886 ãI
ÊQå¬78{3{å%9-ë9ö
0:9A1887 ãIB@åÊQ³{ 3
;<=ý>0Ze89?@ 15 ã-A
óOÌºIÊËÌQTJK]»ÄB
="¹A 

Bronislaw Pilsudski married 
Chuhusamma, niece of East Coast Ai-
Kotan Chief Bahunke (Ainu) Japanese 
name Kimura Aikichi, and they had two 

children.t  
3î÷ÝøÝÜ6ÀÝã-'Ç[ÉBCÜûüQC+D4QETBCD]*

)í¨FGH-IIRJ4ÊQ÷=æK8I´LOç>º94/@A 
 
Ainu kotan Otasu no Mori and the 

ruins of a Soviet prison âüÝ-Þt
e ó 0 Í ¾ ¹ - ' y Z - M N á
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Japan-Russia border 

(1905, 50th parallel 
north latitude) 
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Lake Nevskoye (Lake Taraika) where the Ainu 

Kotan was located. 
Oysters with white shells are substantially 

larger than those seen in Japan. Only shijimi 
(whitebait) can now be caught because seawater 
no longer enters the area. We discovered many 
blades made of stone that were formerly used by 
the Ainu people. 

U4ÝûPàT+É3à]BCDûüQ
<:m5XV V4WX'YZI*)-ç-
0[¡9`";%74Aäã'[�<'4

m9%","m55ôïì\8`
=_","m94¹A];O^,
Í¹=_BCD<Km9455H
G,a_5`C4<½"`ÍG`
m5A 

 



Naraki・楢木 ｜ The Post-war Period of Karafuto (Sakhalin) Ainu ｜ 

 - 25 - 

Ruins of a well at the site of a former kotan on the shores of Lake Talaika. Water gushed 
out when dug by hand. 

üACßàa0:m5ûüQá0:¹bþáAhHc¹=�<d49e97
/85A 

 
Six indigenous people 

living in Shikika, Wirta and 
Nibuhu, came to meet us. The 
older of these could speak 
Japanese. They also had three 
names: a Japanese name, a 
Soviet name and an ethnic 
name.t  

`Úãi-fi¶ÓIÀ
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Grave in Kalinino (TaranTomari)   House where relatives lived 
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Visiting a grave in the 

mountain 
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Main Street in Kholmsk (Maoka) and pictures of Ainu people on display. Noteworthy is 
that the memorial was installed in modern time, however the indigenous dresses are those 
of Hokkaido Ainu, not of the Sakhalin Enchiw, thus not representing the original 
inhabitants. 

ä{yÝåTÁÒ]-+CQÝ¬Ìz¬ òa_94¹BCD-ÀÁ 
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