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Issues related to the use of social security system

in the life course of elderly single-mother households

Siming ZHANG
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify issues related to the relationship of elderly single-
mother households with the social security system over their life course. Elderly single-
mother households in this study are households headed by a woman who has worked
and raised children as a single parent in the past, has not remarried since then and is
currently receiving a pension. In this study, about the social security system, attention is
paid to the income security system, which is summarised from three aspects: the financial
support system for single-parent households, the pension system and the tax system. As a
result, it was observed that elderly single-mothers have a highly variable relationship with
the income security system over the life course. First, the pension and tax systems are
permanent support measures for the full life course, while the financial support system for
single-parent households is a fixed-term support measure only for the child-rearing period.
Then, with regard to pensions, the type and amount of membership differs depending on
the relationship with the spouse and working status. Finally, tax deductions continue to be
available, but depending on the status of the child, there are different ways of relating to the

tax system, such as exemption for dependants, single parents and widows.



