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The Struggles of Ainu Literature and Indigenous
Land Ownership: From the Point of Views of Class
Organizing of Toyoaki MUKAI, Seiji ISHII, Ryosuke
HARADA, and Minoru FUKUZAWA (Takashi
HIDAKA) to the Decolonization

Akira OKAWADA*

ABSTRACT

By adopting a historical perspective on the relationship between "Ainu" and Wajin, this paper aims to
highlight blind spots in the history of literature and political movements. In doing so, the focus will be
on the state of solidarity in the Ainu struggle for “former native” land ownership. During the tourism
boom of the late 1950s, Ainu were deprived of their own narrative, and their movement was in a state of
stagnation. Tadashi KAIZAWA and other Ainu sought a breakthrough by struggling together with the
discriminated Buraku people. Their supporter, Seiji ISHII, was a member of the Japanese Communist
Party and had fought with his comrade Ryosuke HARADA and others in the movement to return the
aboriginal land ownership of Toyomi Kotan. Minoru FUKUZAWA, whose pseudonym was Takashi
HIDAKA, and Toyoaki MUKAI wrote their novels about the complicated situation surrounding the
Communist Party, Ainu, and the discriminatory medical or education system for Ainu. Although the
class organizing, they aimed for was not immune to paternalism, it was nevertheless meaningful for its
concrete results, such as the establishment of the hospital and the development of infrastructure, as well
as for its critical potential in preventing the institutional fixation of racial capitalism.

Keywords: Ainu Literature, Hokkaido Literature, Indigenous Land Ownership, Ainu Hospital, Japanese
Communist Party
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