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The third phase of site formation processes (iseki-ka):

A fragment report from the "Fieldwork Record " at the Rebunge Site

KOSUGI Yasushi

Abstract: What is iseki-ka? First, I review the differences and similarities between the theory of site formation processes proposed
by M. Schiffer and iseki-ka. Iseki-ka can be seen as going through three phases over time. It progresses first in structures, structural
remains, and land as living space, rather than in artifacts and tools. Contrary to Schiffer's thinking, I place "scavenge" and "pot
hunting" as the second phase of site formation processes (iseki-ka / site-fication). 1 argue that The third phase of iseki-ka is the
"archaeological excavation" that determines our understanding of the site today. I also point out the importance of " preserve while
maintaining " as the third new phase or fourth stage of iseki-ka(site-fication). Based on this theoretical analysis, I present as a specific
example how a problem was dealt with as the third phase of iseki-ka, that arose during the indoor sorting work and report preparation
(currently underway) of the third excavation survey at the Rebunge Site (Toyoura Town, Abuta County, Hokkaido).
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