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Factors behind Differences in Market Behavior of Hokkaido Beet Sugar
Companies: Focusing on the 2000s and After

Ao LI*, Yoshiharu SHIMIZUIKE

Summary

Against the backdrop of declining sugar consumption, the sugar beet industry in Hokkaido is facing a
structural recession, and it is becoming difficult to maintain the crop rotation system even at sugar beet
production sites. In response to this situation, this research comprehensively analyzes the market behavior
of beet sugar companies and elucidates the differences and the factors that bring about the differences. The
results of the analysis show that Hokkaido Sugar Corporation distinctively diverges from its competitors in
raw material procurement and production practices. This divergence stems from uniform policy

regulations applied to sugar producers with varying operational conditions.
Key words : sugar beet industry, sugar price adjustment system, market behavior, Hokkaido
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