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BB LRV, BEOIIELLEY TS, CoRIIEEZRAMEL, TATHFELDLIIC
BLLGE 2T, ERROBE~NOFER L, RERNOFGEEZELLHMTH 5,

Fo0 ANT 4 V=B FSFEL YoM L BENEZ ZHAEDEIFENS L B0
R ZHER T A LB TEL, IS, AT 4 ¥ F=IQIZARRLEHWICET A 7T —<h %<& F
. IR FENICHINL Z LD E Db, TNTHLRZENERHATIEIRL, Fheh
DY < DRV R R EERATAD HSNTEB Y B - TR REIN LD VTWD, 7
EZIE ABRMESeMES 2, BBIRSPLEAME,. BPEOBIIEARTE N2 RMTLLE2
LENTWh, Tl FNVT 4 Y F—ZEY INVOREROFKMIERZM LT IDOTHY ., 72720
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Human and Non-human Relationships through Sound
—Songs and calls to livestock in Kholat Village,
Dundgobi Province, Mongolia—

SARANTUYA

(Graduate School of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hokkaido University)

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate how humans and animals build emotional and trusting
relationships through sound and song in Mongolia’'s nomadic society, and to gain a new perspective
on the culture of living with livestock. Spring in Mongolia, especially in the Gobi region, brings

severe climatic changes such as strong winds and sandstorms. This time of year (March-May) is
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also the birthing season for livestock, and is a season of many difficulties for both pastoralists and
their livestock. This is because it is during this period that mothers and their offspring often die due
to disease or dystocia, newborn livestock often become orphans, and female livestock often reject
their own offspring. In such cases, pastoralists sometimes use species-specific calls and songs to
restore the mother-infant relationship in order to strengthen the bond between mother and calf and
to encourage lactation. This paper discusses the case of singing songs to camels and sheep in Kholat
Village, Dondgobi Province, Mongolia, and depicts how the mother-child relationship and adoption
is actually established through singing. It also discussed how these songs for livestock are related to
cultural and spiritual traditions and shamanism in Mongolian pastoral societies. In addition, we have
incorporated recent anthropological perspectives, particularly those of multispecies anthropology,
to suggest that sound and song play an important role in creating an emotional connection between

humans and animals.



