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Multicultural Education of Urespa (Nurturing Together):
An Ethnography of the Urespa Club at Sapporo University

Yuki OKADA

(Graduate School of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hokkaido University)

This paper investigates the nature of multicultural education pertaining to the Ainu people in
contemporary Japan, utilizing an ethnographic study of the Urespa Club at Sapporo University. It
commences with an overview of the historical relationship between the Ainu and the “Wajin”,
alongside the present circumstances of the Ainu people. Subsequently, the historical trajectory and
current state of Ainu-related education are examined, followed by a detailed account of the Urespa
Club’s establishment and activities. The Urespa Club’s initiatives, grounded in the philosophy of
“mutual nurturing” between the Ainu and “Wajin”, exemplify a pioneering approach to
multicultural education. Through an analysis of these practices, this paper aims to illuminate novel

possibilities for multicultural education within the Urespa Club context.



