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On the Distorted Sound Correspondence in Sibe Dialects

Jinger WEN
(Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Keywords: Sibe language, dialect studies, umlaut, sociolinguistics

This study discusses the differences between the various dialects of Sibe language, based
on material from previous studies and material collected by the author during field
research, and explains the factors that cause these differences. According to a previous
study by Li Shulan (1997), the vowel a before the vowel i occurs as an umlaut in the
Cabcal dialect compared to the Manchu language, but not in the Icegashan dialect.
However, in the material collected during the author’s research, contrary to Li Shulan
(1997), umlauts are found in the Icegashan dialect and not in the Cabcal dialect. In other
words, in Li Shulan’s data and the author’s data, the Cabcal and Icegashan dialects are
reversed in terms of the presence or absence of umlauts. In this study, this is referred to
as a ‘distortion’, and the aim is to explain how such a twisted correspondence came about.
In conclusion, the form of the author’s Icegashan dialect matches the form of Li Shulan
(1997) Cabcal dialect and is subject to the transmission of Li Shulan (1997) Cabcal dialect,
and the author’s Cabcal dialect is close to the Manchu form of the language, indicating
that a change to a new form of Cabcal dialect has occurred.
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