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Abstract

This research is a commentary to “Better not to do: the ethics of supererogation and
suberogation” (written by Keisuke Urano and Shu Ishida). The paper performed detailed
conceptual analysis of supererogation (the action that is regarded as morally good but not
obligated) and suberogation (the action that is regarded as morally bad but not prohibited).
Urano and Ishida made clear understanding of these concepts by classifying each concept
to two subclasses: supererogation is divided to heroic and benevolent supererogation, and
suberogation is divided to delinquent and atrocious suberogation. Their inquiry process and
conclusive proposal are highly persuasive, but not enough to deal with supererogation (and
suberogation) totally. In this research, we present the third subclass of supererogation (and
suberogation), namely “conflictive supererogation” (and “conflictive suberogation” ) which
is overlooked in Urano and Ishida s framework. By including this third subclass and expand

the conceptual framework, it becomes possible to illustrate supererogation (and suberogation)
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more comprehensively, which make sure that supererogation (and suberogation) is not just
theoretical construction but familiar aspects of our practices and worries in everyday moral

choices.
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