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Abstract: Oshi-katsu has recently gained popularity, especially among young
people in Japan. Oshi means ‘fave’ and katsudo means ‘activities’, so oshi-katsu
describes all activities related to one’s oshi, such as watching their content on the
Internet or going to their concerts. One of the representative examples of oshi-
katsu is pilgrimage. Usually, contents tourism is done at the locations which
resemble, inspire or appear in the contents. Conversely, oshi-katsu is conducted at
all places which are related to one's oshi. However, people behave mostly the
same during pilgrimages regardless of whether it is contents tourism or oshi-katsu.
This article focuses on pilgrimage and compares oshi-katsu and contents tourism.
It uses the example of Okazaki city in Aichi prefecture, where there has been oshi-
katsu pilgrimage relating to Tokai on-air, a YouTuber group with six members that
has more than seven million subscribers on YouTube. Most members grew up in
Okazaki city and still live there. They shoot most videos in Okazaki city, which
has made the city more famous. This research note analyses the successful
example of Tokai on-air and Okazaki city to reveal how oshi-katsu can revitalise
local communities in a similar manner to contents tourism.
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